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MINUTES 
OF THE 
ASSEMBLY OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
AT 
THE VIGYAN BHAVAN, NEW DELHI, INDIA 


November 17th and 18th, 1961 


Friday, November 17th, 4.00 p.m. 


1. Opening Devotions. The Assembly opened with devotions led by the 
Chairman of the International Missionary Council, Dr. Christian Baeta. 


2. Roll Call. After an explanation of the simultaneous interpretation 
system, the Chairman welcomed the delegates to the Assembly, and asked 
the General Secretary, Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, to call the roll. The 
following were recorded as being present at the Assembly: 


MEMBER COUNCILS 


Australia Bi i (2) Rev. C. F. Gribble 

Re Wer. ake G.. Kerle 
Belgium 2, i, (1) Rev. Edouard Pichal | 
Brazil “oe 2 (2) Rev. Ewaldo Alves 

Rey. Jose Borges dos Santos 
Burma ee At (1) Rev. John Thetgyi 
Canada xt ze (3) Rev. T. E. Floyd Honey 


Dr. E. H. Johnson 
Miss Mary Rendell 


Ceylon a ap (1) *Dr. Bryan de Kretser 
China sot ay (3) No appointment 

Cuba + me (1) Rey. Anselmo Carral 
Denmark - S. (1) Bishop Halfdan Hogsbro 
Finland . hs (1) Rev. Olavi Vuorela 


France hi aa (1). Rev. Pierre Benignus 


6 


Germany 


Ghana 
Great Britain ... 


Hong Kong 
India 


Indonesia 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Korea 


Malaya 
Mexico 


Near East 


Netherlands 


New Zealand ... 
Northern Rhodesia 


Norway 
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(4) 


(1) 
(8) 


(1) 
(4) 


(3) 


(1) 


(2) 


(2) 


(1) 
(1) 
(3) 


(2) 


(1) 
(1) 
(1) 


Missionsdirektor Gerhard Brennecke 
Dr. Hans Harms 

Dr. Martin Poérksen 

Dr. G. F. Vicedom 

Rev. P. C. Richter 


Rev. A. T. Houghton | 
Rev. M. O. Janes 

Rev. E. G. T. Madge 
Rev. Frank Short 

Rev. A. E. A. Sulston 
Rev. John V. Taylor 
Rev. D. W. Thompson 
Miss E. A. C. Walls 
Dr. S. C. Leung 

Rev. A. E. D. Frederick 
Rt. Rev. R. B. Manikam 
Dr. David G. Moses 

Rt. Rev. John W. Sadiq 


*Dr. J. L. C. Abineno 
*Rey. Basoeki Probowinoto 
*Dr. Bonar Sidjabat 


Rt. Rev. Selwyn Hastings 


Rev. Kiyoshi Hirai 
Dr. Takeshi Muto 


Rev. Greenfield C. Kiel 
Rev. Kiel Chang Kim 


Dr. Ho Seng Ong 
No appointment 


Rev. Hovhannes Aharonian 
Dr. Harry G. Dorman 
Rev. Girgis Grais 


Dr. J. Blauw 
Mr. S. C. Graaf van Randwijck 


Col. A. Bramwell Cook, M.D. 
Rev. Peter Mathews 


No appointment 


* Appointed, but not present. 
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Rev. R. N. Baroi 
Rev. Inayat Masih 


Mr. Jose Roxas 
Rev. Jose A. Yap 


Dr. Michael Saenz 
Rev. Wilfrid Artus 
Rev. P. A. J. Williams 


Rev. Basil Brown 
Rev. Milton Martin 


Miss Maria Dillner 
Rev. Arvid Stenstro6m 


Rev. E. Reymond 
Bishop Ferdinand Sigg 


Rev. Charoon Wichidaist 


Rt. Rev. Stephen F. Bayne 
Dr. Alford Carleton 

Dr, E. S. Erb 

Dr. Luther Gotwald 

Dr. Irene Jones 

Miss Margaret Shannon 
Dr. Virgil Sly 

Dr. Eugene L. Smith 

Dr. John Coventry Smith 
Mrs. Mae Yoho Ward 
Dr. E. B. Willingham 


COUNCIL SEEKING MEMBERSHIP 


Pakistan (2) 
Philippines (2) 
Puerto Rico (1) 
River Plate (1) 
Sierra Leone (1) 
South Africa (2) 
Sweden (2) 
Switzerland (2) 
Thailand (1) 
U.S.A. (11) 
Madagascar (1) 


Rev. Wenceslao Bahamonde 


Rev. R. M. Bennett 

Mrs. Ba Maung Chain 
Most Rev. F. D. Coggan 
Rev. Frank Engel 

Rev. John Fleming 

Dr. John Havea 

Dr. W. Richey Hogg 

Rev. James S. Lawson 
Most Rev. A. C. MacInnes 


Rev. Rajosefa-Rakotovao 


ADVISERS 


Dr. Ben Marais 

Bishop James K. Mathews 
Rev. Jose Miguez-Bonino 
Dr. Donald M’Timkulu 
Rev. Erik W. Nielsen 
Rev. Philip Potter 

Dr. Floyd Shacklock 

Dr. David M. Stowe 

Dr. H. P. Van Dusen 
Canon Theodore O. Wedel 
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SPECIALLY INVITED 


Dr. David Du Plessis Rev. Jean Kotto 
Dr. Billy Graham Dr. Paul Rees 
Mr. Korula Jacob Mr. Matthew Wakatama 


NON-MEMBER COUNCIL OBSERVERS 


Nigeria... wn DON eG A Ademon 
Southern Rhodesia so » F Mrs. G. C. Grant 


OFFICERS OF THE LM.C. 


Chairman : Dr. Christian G. Baeta 
Vice-Chairmen : Dr. Irene Jones (also representative for 
U.S.A.) 


Dr. Helen Kim 
Dr. David Moses (also representative for 


India) 
Bishop Bengt Sundkler 
Secretaries : Rt. Rev. Lesslie Newbigin (General 
Secretary) 


Dr. George W. Carpenter 
Rey. Victor E. W. Hayward 
Rev. Gwenyth Hubble 

Dr. Paul Loffler 


Tae. Dr. Charles W. Ranson 

Dr. Hans W. Gensichen 
IM.C.C.A.J.: Rev. Anker Gjerding 
East Asia Secretariat : Dr. D. T. Niles 

U Kyaw Than 

Rey. A. A. Brash 
Pacific Secretariat : Pastor Vavae Toma 
Administrative Staff : Miss E. M. Sandle 


LIAISON REPRESENTATIVES 
IMC/WCC Joint Committee: Dr. Norman Goodall 
World Council of Churches: Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft 
Rev. F. House 
Dr. H. Margull 


Apologies for absence were received from Dr. Mackay, Bishop Greer 
and Mr. Lawrence MacGregor. The D.R.C. Federal Missionary Council 
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and the Okinawa Christian Council had expressed regret at being unable 
to send observers. 


3. In Memoriam. Bishop Newbigin read the list of names of those 
Officers of the I.M.C. and its Member Councils who had died since the 
meeting of the Administrative Committee in 1960, explaining that memorial 
minutes for those who had died previously were to be found in the Minutes 
of the Administrative Committee of 1959 and 1960. The following were 
remembered by the Assembly in a period of silence: 

Rev. Wynn C. Fairfield, D.D. Mr. P. O. Philip 


Dr. Douglas N. Forman Rev. Cyril H. Ratnaike 

Dr. James H. Franklin Rt. Rev. B. C. Roberts 

Dr. Jan Hermelink Bishop B. Foster Stockwell, Ph.D. 
Dr. E. K. Higdon Prof. Dietrich Westermann, D.Phil. 
Mr. Harold G. Judd Canon Garfield Williams. 


Canon J. McLeod Campbell, D.D. 
The Assembly adopted the following resolution: 


RESOLVED that the Assembly records with gratitude and affection the 
names of those who have enriched the work of the Council through 
their varied associations with it, and gives thanks to God for all that 
has been accomplished through their faith and witness. 

4. Membership of the I.M.C. 

(a) Withdrawal of the Congo Protestant Council from membership. 

RESOLVED that the action of the Administrative Committee in 1959, 
acceding to the request of the Congo Protestant Council that its name 
no longer appear among member bodies of the I.M.C., be confirmed. 

(b) Application for membership from the Christian Council of Mada- 

gascar. 

RESOLVED that the action of the Administrative Committee in 1959 
welcoming into membership the Christian Council of Madagascar, 
subject to ratification by the Assembly, be confirmed. 

The representative of Madagascar, Pastor Rajosefa-Rakotovao, was 

welcomed to the Assembly, thereupon becoming a full voting delegate. 


5. Postal Votes. 


The General Secretary presented a list of matters referred to the Officers 
for postal vote since the 1960 meeting of the Administrative Committee. 


(1) Appointment of the Pacific Secretary, Pastor Vavae Toma. 


It was reported that, following the Pacific Churches’ Conference in 
Samoa in May 1961, a Continuation Committee had been set up, whose 
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Chairman, Dr. J. Havea, was present at the Assembly. The appointment 
of Pastor Vavae Toma to be its secretary and a member of the I.M.C. 
staff had been approved by the Officers, reported in writing to the 
Administrative Committee and approved, and subsequently reported to 
all the Member Councils. 


(2) Actions with regard to Accounts. 


The Assembly was asked to endorse two actions approved by the Officers 
in postal votes with regard to financial matters: 


(a) January 30th, 1961: The closing of the Inter-Mission Aid Fund and 
transfer of the balance to the Projects Fund, Discretionary Account. 


(b) June 30th, 1961: The acceptance of the offer of the German 
Evangelical Missionary Council to pay the sum of DM. 158,798.68 
in full settlement of all obligations of the German Evangelical 
Missionary Council to the I.M.C. in respect of the property in 
Katzbachstrasse, Berlin; and the crediting of this sum to the I.M.C. 
Projects Fund, Discretionary Account. 


(3) The Basis of the World Council of Churches. 


The Assembly was asked to endorse the vote of the Officers, approving 
that the matter of the alteration in the Basis of the W.C.C. be placed 
upon the agenda of this Assembly. 


RESOLVED that these three actions of the Officers be confirmed. 


(4) All Africa Churches Conference on Education. 


Dr. DONALD M’TIMKULU, secretary of the All Africa Churches Confer- 
ence, at the Chairman’s request, made a statement on the events which 
led to the proposal that an All Africa Churches Education Conference 
should be held under the auspices of the A.A.C.C. and with the assistance 
of the I.M.C. This matter had been reported to the Officers, but since 
there had not been sufficient time for them to act upon it, the matter was 
now placed before the Assembly. 


RESOLVED that the I.M.C. agrees, at the request of the Secretary of 
the All Africa Churches Conference, and pending confirmation by the 
Continuation Committee of that body at its next meeting, to accept 
financial responsibility for the preparation of an All Africa Churches 
Education Conference, and authorizes the staff to seek resources for 
it both from Member Councils and from other interested bodies, up 
to a maximum amount of £20,000. 

This decision is subject to review at the meeting of the Divisional 
Committee of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism in 
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July 1962, and if at that time the necessary resources for the entire 
programme have not been received or assured, it is understood that 
the Committee will be free to decide whether or not to continue to 
accept any responsibility for financing the Conference. 


The General Secretary reported that, pending the receipt of the 
resources hoped for, the expenses already incurred and the expenses of 
the Hon. Secretary, including clerical assistance, were being met from 
the Discretionary Account of the Projects Fund. 


6. Address by Bishop Bengt Sundkler. The Right Rev. Bengt Sundkler, 
Bishop of Bukoba, addressed the Assembly on the subject: “From 
Edinburgh to New Delhi’. 


(The text of this address is printed as Appendix A.) 


Friday, November 17th, 6.00 p.m. 


The Chairman welcomed the following visitors: Canon A. L. Davis, 
Rev. A. S. Clement, Pastor J. Rossel, Mr. Henry Makulu, Rev. E. E. 
Mahabane, Mr. Robbins Strong, Mrs. Manikam and Mrs. E. L. Smith. 


7. Integration of the I.M.C. and the W.C.C. 


Dr. NORMAN GOODALL, Secretary of the Joint Committee of the I.M.C. 
and the World Council of Churches, presented a report on the steps leading 
to the integration of the two Councils. All the Member Councils of the 
I.M.C. had taken affirmative action, with the exception of the National 
Christian Council of China from which no reply had been received, and 
the Norwegian Missionary Council which had voted against integration 
and had further decided not to accept affiliated or consultative relationship 
with the new Commission. 

In accordance with the resolution of the Administrative Committee of 
1960, the date of integration had been fixed as November 19th, 1961, and 
all plans had been made for the integration to take place at the opening 
session of the forthcoming Assembly of the World Council. After discussion 
the following resolution was adopted unanimously : 


RESOLVED: 


(1) That the Assembly receives the report of the Administrative 
Committee concerning the actions taken in pursuance of the 
resolutions of the Ghana Assembly and in accordance with the 
authority then given by the Assembly to the Committee; 
the Assembly, having heard from all its constituent Councils with 
the exception of the National Christian Council of China, notes 
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that only one of its constituent Councils has expressed disagree- 
ment with the proposed integration and that the resolution of 
the Administrative Committee approving the step is therefore 
confirmed under the terms of Article XII (2) of the I.M.C. 
Constitution; 

the Assembly accordingly recognizes that subject to an affirmative 
vote of the Third Assembly of the W.C.C. the integration of the 
two Councils will become effective on November 19th, 1961; 
the Assembly records these steps with thanksgiving and with the 
prayer that the step now taken will be used and blessed to the 
glory of God. 


(2) That the Assembly expresses its deep regret that the Norwegian 
Missionary Council has not found it possible to become an 
affiliated Council of the new Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism and thus to maintain within the integrated Council 
its historic relationship with the I.M.C.; 
the Assembly recalls with appreciation the long association it 
has had with the missionary movement in Norway through a 
Missionary Council which was one of the first members of the 
I.M.C.; 
and assures the Norwegian Missionary Council of its conviction 
that the remaining thirty-seven Councils which, as former members 
of the I.M.C., will be continuing in a new relationship their co- 
operation in world mission, would earnestly desire that all possible 
steps shall be taken to ensure the maintenance and deepening 
of fraternal relationships with their friends in the Norwegian 
Missionary Council. 


On a proposal by Dr. CARLETON, it was RESOLVED with acclamation 
that the Minutes of this Assembly include acknowledgement of our 
great indebtedness to the Joint Committee, especially to its Chairman, 
Dr. Van Dusen, and Secretary, Dr. Goodall, for their years of skill 
and patience in bringing us to this point. 


8. The Basis of the World Council of Churches. 


The General Secretary stated that, although the documents upon which 
the integration vote was based contained the Basis of the World Council 
in its present form, one of the first acts of the integrated Council would be 
to consider a proposed expansion of the Basis to include reference to the 
Scriptures and the Holy Trinity. 

The Administrative Committee meeting in 1960 had considered the 
alteration proposed by Central Committee and believed that it would 
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commend itself to Member Councils of the I.M.C. The proposal had been 
communicated to the Member Councils, and the Officers felt it proper 
to place the question on the Assembly agenda, so that if desired it could 
express its opinion on the proposed change. 

After a brief discussion on the new wording, in which Dr. Moses, 
Dr. E. H. Johnson, Dr. Van Dusen, Mr. Houghton and Mr. Yap spoke, 
it was RESOLVED: 


That this Assembly endorse the proposed alteration of the Basis of 
the World Council of Churches as contained in the W.C.C. Assembly 
Work Book: 

“The World Council of Churches is a fellowship of churches which 
confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the 
Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling 
to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 


9. Report to the Assembly. 


The General Secretary stated that in the Committee of the integrated 
Assembly on the Division of World Mission and Evangelism, the matters 
contained in the Report would receive detailed treatment. 


RESOLVED that the Assembly receive the Report of the I.M.C. and 
adopt it for transmission to the Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches for further action, especially by the Committee on the 
Commission and Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 


10. Message from Madagascar. 


PASTOR RAJOSEFA-RAKOTOVAO addressed the Assembly. The Madagascar 
Christian Council, he said, gave thanks to God for all that He had done 
in the past 121 years. The Churches in Madagascar had been called the 
“éolises oubliées’, but this was no longer true. The Christian Council 
had been very grateful for the help received from the World Council of 
Churches following the floods in 1959, and for the visits of Officers of the 
I.M.C., particularly Dr. Goodall and Dr. Baeta, and the Council was very 
grateful now to be admitted to membership of the I.M.C. 


Evening Prayers. The session closed with prayers led by Dr. David 
Moses, Vice-Chairman. 


Saturday, November 18th, 9.00 a.m. 


Morning Prayers. The session was opened with prayers led by Dr. Helen 
Kim, Vice-Chairman, The Chairman welcomed the Rev. John V. Taylor, 
U Kyaw Than and the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
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Dr. Visser *t Hooft, who brought with him a telegram of greetings received 
from Dr. John Mackay, reading as follows: 

“Prevented by circumstances attending Assembly I greet beloved brethren 
rejoicing in prospective fulfilment in New Delhi of a dream born in 
Lucknow to advance the world mission of Christ’s Church. Affectionately, 
John Mackay.” 


11. Mr. Korula Jacob, secretary of the National Christian Council of 
India, addressed the Assembly on the subject: “The Task Ahead’. 


(The text of this address is printed as Appendix B.) 


12. Theological Education Fund Report. Dr. JOHN COVENTRY SMITH, 
chairman of the T.E.F. Committee, introduced the report of the Com- 
mittee’s meeting in New Haven in August 1961, which contained a record 
of the operations of the Fund since its inception in July 1958 and recom- 
mendations regarding its possible continuation beyond the original five-year 
mandate. (This Report is printed as Appendix C.) 

Dr. J. C. Smith summarized the contents of the report, saying that fifteen 
major grants had already been decided upon, and funds were available for 
perhaps seven or eight further grants. While it was probable that by the 
summer of 1963 the work of allocating the funds would have been com- 
pleted, the actual disbursement would be likely to extend over a further 
two years, to allow time for the conditions attached to the grants to be 
fulfilled. The Text-Books Programme was also likely to require an addi- 
tional two years to complete. 

The T.E.F. Committee, bearing in mind the needs which the survey 
had revealed, recommended the following proposals to the Assembly: 


“(a) That the mandate given to the T.E.F.C. by the I.M.C. Assembly 
at Accra be extended from summer 1963 to June 30th, 1965. 


(b) That for this additional two-year period, the Committee be 
authorized to seek continued contributions from the supporting 
boards and to continue to draw the attention of other boards 
and potential donors to the needs of the Fund. 


(c) That the Committee be authorized to use the additional resources 
thus made available beyond the original sum of $4 million in 
accordance with the general directives of the Ghana resolutions 
establishing the T.E.F.C., with emphasis upon the following: 


( 1) Further development of the Text-Books Programme. 


(2) Possible additional major grants to institutions. 
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(3) Other activities approved by the Committee for the 
strengthening of ministerial training in the younger churches. 


(d) That the IL.M.C. Assembly, or its successor body, be requested 
to make arrangements immediately following the New Delhi 
meetings for review and evaluation of the work of the T.E.F.C. 
with a view to decision about the future.” 


and wished to place on record its convictions: 


“(a) That the training of the Ministry is of such central importance 
in the life of the Church that the considerations which led to the 
formation of the Fund are of continuing validity and constitute 
a strong ground for the continuance of the Fund. 


(b) That the method of working developed by the T.E.F.C. has been 
found in practice to contain a number of valuable features which 
can be of significance for other aspects of the missionary work 
of the churches. If the I.M.C. Assembly decides to undertake 
the review proposed above, the Committee will be glad to make 
available to the evaluating body its experience in this matter.” 


Dr. J. C. Smith went on to emphasize four significant points which had 
been revealed in the operating of the Fund. 


(1) If a joint approach of this kind, to deal with an important need, is 
to be engaged upon successfully, it must be in a field of recognized need, 
not one that has to be promoted, and the area of concern must be carefully 
defined, as was done in the Ghana mandate. 


(2) It is important that persons of recognized competence be chosen 
for the committee and staff. T.E.F. had been very fortunate in this respect. 
No mission agency or combination of mission agencies would have been 
able to command this kind of competence in a particular field. 

(3) There was almost equal value in having funds available before even 
the committee had been set up. The Committee had been able to examine 
proposals with confidence that they would be able to deal with the problems 
presented to them, and without having to consider whether or not money 
could be found for a particular project. 

(4) The whole process of survey had been valuable, for even where 
projects had had to be rejected, the very process of examination had been 
stimulating to the institutions concerned. 

Questions about various projects were answered by Dr. C. W. RANSON 
and Dr. J. C. SMITH. 

Dr. E. L. SmiTH recalled the “turbulence” with which the proposal was 
first received in Ghana, and expressed thanks to the primary donor for 
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his willingness to allow complete freedom in the administration of the 
Fund and for his generous spirit. 

Replying to a question about the extent of help to seminaries, Dr. 
RANSON replied that, out of 214 institutions, almost all had been visited 
over the last three years, though it was well known to them all that the 
number of major grants in aid was rigidly limited. In his opinion by far 
the most valuable thing, so far as the advancement of theological education 
was concerned, had been the ferment of thought provoked by the whole 
Operation, quite apart from the grants which had been made. Every 
institution had received some help through the Libraries Programme, and 
the Text-Books Programme was likely to be of value far beyond the 
institutions with which the T.E.F. was directly connected. 

BisHOP SUNDKLER spoke of the value of the Fund to the Churches in 
Africa, in helping to implement some of the recommendations of the earlier 
I.M.C, surveys, and mentioned in particular the establishment of the 
Theological Faculty at Lovedale. 

Dr. J. C. SMITH referred to the establishment of the special fund for 
Theological Education in Africa, the administration of which had been 
entrusted to the T.E.F. 

Dr. H. G. DoRMAN mentioned the needs of the Orthodox seminaries in 
the Near East, and BisHop HASTINGs spoke of the needs of the Caribbean 
area. 

Dr. E. H. JOHNSON asked whether it was intended that para. (c)(3) above, 
“Other activities approved by the Committee for the strengthening of 
ministerial training in the younger churches’, should cover the concerns 
hitherto entrusted to the Standing Committee on the Ministry. Dk. RANSON 
stated that this paragraph was only intended to cover the activities of the 
T.E.F. during the two-year extension of its mandate. The larger question 
of a long-term study must be left to the Commission on World Mission 
and Evangelism. 

BisHoPp MATHEWS spoke of the immediate response to the original pro- 
posal in America, and said he believed a similar response would be found 
if definite proposals for further activities were put forward. He asked what 
kind of response there had been in other parts of the world. 

The Rev. FRANK SHORT outlined the misgivings felt by the member 
bodies of the Conference of British Missionary Societies, (a) because the 
societies were involved in commitments of an indefinite duration arising out 
of T.E.F. activities, and (b) because it was felt that this type of grant was 
making the yqunger churches still more dependent upon Western aid. 

At the suggestion of the General Secretary, Dr. John Coventry Smith 
amended the proposed resolution to make it clear that the responsibility 
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for a decision would lie with the integrated World Council of Churches, 
and it was accordingly RESOLVED: 


(i) That the recommendations contained in the report of the T.E.F.C. 
(3, a-d) be commended to the C.W.M.E. for approval and that 
the Commission at its forthcoming meeting be recommended 
likewise to approve, and to accept the obligations in relation to 
the Fund which have been carried by the I.M.C. in terms of the 
resolution of the Ghana Assembly (pp. 52-58). 


(ii) That in view of the fact that it is anticipated that the Treasurer 
of the World Council of Churches will also be the Treasurer of 
the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, it be recom- 
mended to the Commission that the Chairman of its Finance 
Committee should be the custodian of the moneys of the 
Theological Education Fund and that Mr. Lawrence MacGregor 
should be requested to continue to carry this responsibility. 


13. Standing Committee on the Ministry. 


The General Secretary presented to the Assembly a paper on the 
Standing Committee on the Ministry, which he summarized by stating that, 
because of the large size of the Committee and the expense of convening 
it, it had been possible to hold only one meeting, at the Chateau de la 
Bréviére in 1959, attended by such members as had come there for the 
T.E.F. Committee meeting. 

They decided that the concerns expressed in the Committee’s terms of 
reference were valid ones, particularly the concern to study the pattern of 
the ministry, and it had been agreed that funds should be raised and a 
person appointed to carry this responsibility. 

Through the generosity of the Canadian Churches, funds were provided, 
and Dr. Wilfred Scopes had been appointed in July 1960, since when his 
energies had been entirely absorbed in the Theological Training Survey in 
Latin America and the Caribbean, a task rendered more difficult by the 
tragic death of Bishop Foster Stockwell just as the survey team was 
completing its task. 

Bishop Newbigin referred the Assembly to the proposals of the staff 
that (a) the Standing Committee be not reappointed, (b) that the concerns 
relating to the ministry be taken over by the Divisional Committee of the 
D.W.M.E., and (c) that Dr. Scopes’s appointment be extended for a third 
year to enable him to carry through the proposed study. 

Reference was made to a related study to be undertaken by the Division 
of Studies, which would be co-ordinated with Dr. Scopes’s work. 


B 
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Dr. JOHNSON moved that the draft resolutions be referred to the 
C.W.M.E. for consideration and approval. Dr. VAN Dusen felt it was very 
unwise to remit a matter of this importance to the Divisional Committee, 
which would not have time to deal with it properly. He suggested that the 
C.W.M.E. ought to give it major attention at its meeting, and that the 
I.M.C. Officers should authorize a small committee to consider the question 
informally during the Assembly and make recommendations to the Com- 
mission. 


On a proposal by Dr. Johnson, it was RESOLVED: 


(1) That the paper placed before the I.M.C. Assembly be referred to 
the C.W.M.E. for major attention at its meeting; 


(2) That the Officers be authorized to appoint a small committee to 
study the paper and enter into consultation informally with those 
others attending the W.C.C. Assembly who have special knowledge 
and competence in this field, and to present recommendations to 
the C.W.M.E. upon the suggestions contained in this paper. 


14. Budget. 


The General Secretary presented the draft budget for the period 1962-64 
(see Appendix E) to be acted upon by the World Council of Churches 
Assembly. Slight changes had been made in the figures proposed at St. 
Andrews by the Administrative Committee, to cover salary increases 
agreed upon by the New York and London sections of the Finance Com- 
mittee. To meet the estimated $4,900 deficit it was proposed to draw upon 
the reserves of $14,000 accumulated in 1960 owing to the shortage of staff. 
This meant that additional contributions from Councils were not being 
called for. It was hoped that the estimate of the cost of the Geneva office 
would prove to be a fairly reliable one. The figures showed only the 
amounts for which the constituent Councils were responsible and excluded 
the cost of the portfolio on Evangelism, which was to be met out of the 
W.C.C. General Budget. 


RESOLVED that the revised budget for the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism (with the word “additional” placed before 
“Contributions from Canadian Boards”) be adopted for transmission 
to the World Council of Churches Assembly. 


15. C.W.M.E.: Nominations. 


RESOLVED that Dr. J. C. Smith (chairman), Dr, Baeta, Dr. Moses, 
Dr. Porksen, Rev. J. V. Taylor and Canon T. O. Wedel be appointed 
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as a Nominating Committee to deal with nominations required at the 
C.W.M.E. meeting. 


16. Closing Service of Worship. 


The Chairman expressed the thanks of the Assembly to the team of 
interpreters, and the meeting adjourned to the Free Church, Parliament 
Street, where the closing service, conducted by Dr. Baeta, was held by 
kind permission of the Minister, the Rev. J. S. Moon, 


THE ACT OF INTEGRATION 


The Act of Integration of the International Missionary Council and the 
World Council of Churches took place within the Opening Session of the 
Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, on Sunday, November 
19th, 1961, at New Delhi at 3.00 p.m. 


The Assembly in General Session. 


The Opening Prayer of the Assembly was led by Bishop Otto Dibelius, 
President, presiding. 


Address by Bishop Lesslie Newbigin. The Rt. Rev. Lesslie Newbigin, 
General Secretary of the International Missionary Council, addressed the 
Assembly on the subject: “The Missionary Dimension of the Ecumenical 
Movement”. 


Address by Dr. Visser *t Hooft. Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, General 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches, addressed the Assembly on 
the subject: “The Calling of the World Council of Churches’. 


The Assembly adjourned, to reassemble in Business Session. 


The Assembly in Business Session. 
Archbishop Iakovos, President, presided. 


Resolution of the Administrative Committee of the International 
Missionary Council. Dr. Christian Baeta, Chairman of the International 
Missionary Council, submitted the following Resolution of the Admini- 
strative Committee of the International Missionary Council concerning 
Integration with the World Council of Churches, which had already been 
confirmed by the I.M.C. Assembly meeting on Friday, November 17th, 1961 
(see Minute 7, p. 11): 


WHEREAS the Assembly of the International Missionary Council meeting 
at Accra, Ghana, from December 28th, 1957 to January 8th, 1958, resolved 
that: 

The Ghana Assembly of the International Missionary Council, having 
reviewed the steady growth of the relationship of association between 
the I.M.C. and the W.C.C., and having considered with care the 
opinions of delegates, and those of the Christian Councils whose views 
have been presented, accepts in principle the integration of the two 
Councils, and desires further steps to be taken towards this goal; and 

WHEREAS the Assembly gave general approval to the following process 
for I.M.C. action, with power to the Administrative Committee to make 
the necessary adjustments: 
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(a) The draft Plan to be again communicated, as soon as possible, to 
member organizations, with the following documents: a report on 
the relevant discussions of the Ghana Assembly, a copy of these 
Resolutions, full information on the present divisional organization 
of the W.C.C, and a request . . . for further comment and criticism. 


(b) Comment from member organizations to be in the hands of the 
I.M.C. Secretariat by April 30th, 1959, and communicated by it to 
the secretary of the Joint Committee and to the Administrative 
Committee. 


(c) The final Plan, as prepared by the Joint Committee, to be sent early 
in 1960 to member organizations, this Plan to take the form of a 
draft Constitution of the new unified body, with a full explanatory 
memorandum. 


(d) The Administrative Committee or an Assembly of the I.M.C. to 
consider the Plan (Constitution) in 1960 or possibly in the early 
part of 1961, and, if approved, 


(e) to send it to Member Councils following the provisions of Cap. XII 
(2) of the I.M.C. Constitution. 


(f) On the expiry of six months the official action of the I.M.C. is to 
be signified to the Joint Committee and to the W.C.C.; and 

WHEREAS all the member organizations of the International Missionary 
Council have been fully consulted in accordance with the above para- 
graphs (a), (b), and (c); and 
WHEREAS the Administrative Committee of the International Missionary 
Council, at its meeting at La Bréviére, France, July 20th to 24th, 1959, 
passed the following resolution in accordance with the instructions of the 
Ghana Assembly: 


After receiving from Joint Committee following its meeting in 1960 the 
final and constitutional form of the Plan, Administrative Committee 
proposes to act upon the authority entrusted to it by the Ghana 
Assembly. On behalf of the I.M.C. Assembly the Committee will 
consider this document and, if approved, will resolve that the I.M.C. 
assents to the proposed integration. This resolution, with the accom- 
panying Plan and Constitution, will be sent to Member Councils 
following provisions of Cap. XII (2) of the present I.M.C. Constitution. 
For the above purpose the Officers are requested to convene a 
meeting of the Administrative Committee at a convenient date in 
1960 and after the meeting of Joint Committee; 

NOW THEREFORE the Administrative Committee, acting under the 
authority given to it by the Assembly, 
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APPROVES the appended Constitution and Rules of the World Council 
of Churches, and in particular the Constitution of the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism and the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism as a suitable constitutional means of securing the integration 
accepted in principle by the Assembly; 


ADOPTS the said Constitution and Rules (subject to the adoption of 
the same by the World Council of Churches) as replacing the present 
Constitution and Rules of the I.M.C. from the Date of Integration; 


DECLARES that from the Date of Integration the integrated body, 
henceforth to be known as the World Council of Churches, will be in all 
respects the legal successor of the International Missionary Council; that 
all assets of the International Missionary Council will, from that date, vest 
in the integrated World Council of Churches, to be administered by the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism and the Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism for the purposes set forth in the Constitution of 
the said Commission on World Mission and Evangelism and in accordance 
with its Constitution and Rules, and that all liabilities of the International 
Missionary Council at the Date of Integration will devolve upon this 
integrated World Council of Churches and in particular upon the said 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism; 


INSTRUCTS the General Secretary to notify all member organizations 
of the International Missionary Council of this action; and 


INSTRUCTS the Officers that, in the event of the above resolutions 
not being disapproved in writing within six months after notification by six 
or more member organizations, they proceed immediately in consultation 
with the Officers of the World Council of Churches to fix the Date of 
Integration and to make all arrangements for its consummation; and for 
this purpose to convene an Assembly of the International Missionary 
Council immediately prior to the Date of Integration. 


Resolution of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
concerning Integration with the International Missionary Council. Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry, Chairman of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, submitted the following Resolution of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches concerning Integration with 
the International Missionary Council: 


(a) In 1957 the Central Committee submitted to member churches a 
draft plan of integration of the International Missionary Council 
and the World Council of Churches and asked the churches 
whether they were “in principle in favour of integration provided 
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a satisfactory plan is evolved”. In 1959 the Committee took note 
of the replies to this question and recognized that they “reflect an 
opinion overwhelmingly in favour of the principle of integration”. 
The Committee accordingly submitted to member churches a 
definite proposal for effecting the integration of the two bodies 
by means of a series of constitutional amendments, and expressed 
“the hope that it might prove acceptable” to the member churches. 
The weight of opinion being clearly in favour of the proposal as 
submitted, the Central Committee now recommends to the Third 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches that it approve the 
integration of the World Council of Churches and International 
Missionary Council. The Central Committee makes this proposal 
in the confidence and with the prayer that by this step the full 
purpose of the ecumenical movement shall be furthered. 


(b) The Central Committee 

(1) having reviewed the appended amendments to the Constitution 
of the World Council of Churches proposes these amendments 
to the Third Assembly in accordance with the Constitution, 
Article VIII; and proposes to the Third Assembly the 
appended amendments to the Rules, in accordance with 
Rule XIV; 

(2) approves for submission to the Third Assembly the appended 
Constitution of the Commission and Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism and, subject to its acceptance by the 
International Missionary Council, recommends its adoption by 
the Assembly; 

(3) resolves to recommend to the Third Assembly, provided that 
action to the same effect shall have been taken by the 
International Missionary Council, the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution: 

That this Assembly, recalling that in their origins both the 
World Council of Churches and the International Missionary 
Council are manifestations and instruments of the same 
ecumenical movement, and believing that the purposes and 
functions of the two bodies are inseparable, rejoices that 
it is now possible to integrate the two Councils in one 
organization. Therefore, action to the same effect having 
been taken by the International Missionary Council, the 
Assembly gives its assent to the integration of the World 
Council of Churches and International Missionary Council 
and adopts the amendments to the Constitution and Rules 
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of the World Council of Churches required to give effect 
to this action as here appended. The Assembly further 
approves the proposed Constitution of the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism and the Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism. 

(4) instructs the Officers to give notice of these proposals to the 
member churches, in accordance with the requirements of 
the Constitution, Section VIII, and to all members of the 
Assembly, in accordance with the Rules, Section XIV, and 
to indicate that, if they are adopted, and provided that action 
to the same effect shall have been taken by the International 
Missionary Council, the integration of the World Council of 
Churches and the International Missionary Council will take 
place at the Third Assembly; 

(5) in accordance with the plan of integration, recommends to the 
Third Assembly the following resolution: 

The Assembly instructs the Central Committee to make 
provision, at the Fourth Assembly, for the appointment 
by member churches of twenty-five extra delegates to the 
Assembly, being persons of special competence in the field 
of world mission, the names to be proposed to the member 
churches by the Central Committee from a list prepared 
by the Committee of the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism. 

After brief discussion, the Assembly ADOPTED this Resolution nemine 
contradicente. 

Seating of Additional Members. It was announced that the twenty-five 
additional members of the Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
representing missionary interests were now seated in the Assembly. 


Declaration of Integration. Archbishop Iakovos read the following 
Declaration that the Act of Integration is Accomplished : 


By the authority of the Assemblies of the International Missionary 
Council and the World Council of Churches, I declare that these 
two Councils are now united in one body with the name of the World 
Council of Churches, In the Name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Worship. Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, Chairman of the Joint Committee of 
the International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches, 
led the integrated Assembly of the World Council of Churches in an Act 
of Worship, using the following Order: 


MINISTER: 


PEOPLE: 


MINISTER: 
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Order of Worship 


The Assembly standing 
the Presiding Minister will say: 


Blessing and honour and glory and power be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
and ever. 

Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God 
hath led thee. 


Let us give thanks for all that has brought us to this hour. 
Let us pray. 


He appointed twelve that they might be with him and that 
he might send them forth. 


Let us rejoice in that redeeming grace which has drawn men 
into fellowship with Christ and sent them forth in his name 
and power. 

For those of every race who, in all generations, have gone 
forth as ambassadors of Christ that the glorious Gospel 
of the blessed God might be known in all the earth; 

For all who have been faithful to this apostolic calling at the 
cost of loneliness, persecution and the giving of their lives; 

For all who have helped to sustain the mission of the Church 
by their prayers and by their giving; 

For those of every people and kindred and tongue who, 
having received the Word, have believed, and believing 
have found life in his name: 

We praise thee, O God 
We acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 


Let us give thanks 

For every movement through which Christ has drawn his 
servants closer to one another in the furtherance of his 
mission to the world; 

For the International Missionary Council and its member 
councils; for the ties that have transcended nation and 
denomination; for tasks undertaken in common and 
wisdom given in council; and for all gracious memories 
of Edinburgh and Jerusalem, Tambaram and Whitby, 
Willingen and Ghana; 


PEOPLE: 


MINISTER: 


MINISTER 
AND 
PEOPLE: 


MINISTER: 
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For the World Council of Churches; for the inheritance 
of Life and Work and Faith and Order; for the drawing 
together of an increasing number of churches in service 
to the world and to one another; for the increasing 
understanding of the missionary task; for Amsterdam 
and Evanston, and for every fresh realization that to stay 
together in Christ means to go forth together with Him; 


For the deepening awareness that mission and unity belong 
together and for all the steps which now culminate in this 
common dedication to a single task: 


We praise thee, O God 
We acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 


Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord. Apart from me ye can do nothing. 


While organization grows and tasks multiply, let us remember 
whose cause we serve and wherein lies our sufficiency. 


Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth. 


All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you; and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. 


Glory be to thee, O Father everlasting, who didst send thine 
only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him. Glory be to thee, O Lord Jesus Christ, who hast brought 
life and immortality to light through the Gospel. Glory be 
to thee, O Holy Spirit of God, who dost quicken us together 
with Christ, and does shed abroad his love in our hearts. 
Blessed be thou, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God; and 
blessed be thy glorious name for ever. Amen. 


Let us commit to God the step now taken, seeking His 
blessing upon it and offering the work of our hands as an 
instrument in His service and praise. 
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Confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 


good work in you will complete it unto the day of Jesus 
Christ. 


O Thou who art the author and perfecter of our faith, to 
whose grace we owe every good resolve, accept, we beseech 
Thee, to the praise of Thy glory, this offering of our 
Obedience. Let the best which past years have held be 
carried into days of new and greater achievement for Thy 
name’s sake. May the mind of Christ and the compassion 
of Christ so animate the life of this Council that in all its 
new relationships and undertakings he may have the pre- 
eminence. As we have been allowed of Thee to be put in trust 
with the Gospel, so keep us faithful to the trust, witnesses in 
all the world to the saving power of Christ, constrained by 
his love to live not unto ourselves. May the unity of Thy 
Church be deepened by obedience to her mission and her 
mission be furthered in the unity that is of Thy giving. So 
may the new resolves of this day be perfected in Thy holy 
and blessed will, until all the ends of the earth shall see 
Thy salvation and Thy Kingdom shall come: through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, te whom, with Thee and the Holy Spirit, 
belongeth all power, love, magnificence and mercy, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
Hymn : 
1. Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does his successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 


2. People and realms of ev’ry tongue 
Dwell on His love with sweetest song, 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on His name. 


3. Blessings abound where’er He reigns; 
The pris’ner leaps to lose his chains; 
The weary find eternal rest, 

And all the sons of want are blest. 


4, Let every creature rise and bring 
Peculiar honours to our King; 
Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat the long amen. 
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To God the Father, who loved us, and made us accepted in 
the Beloved; 


To God the Son, who loved us, and loosed us from our sins 
by his own blood; 


To God the Holy Spirit, who sheddeth the love of God 
abroad in our hearts: 


To the one true God be all love and all glory for time and 
for eternity. Amen. 


THE BENEDICTION 


THIRD ASSEMBLY OF THE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


—_______. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 
THE DIVISION OF WORLD MISSION 
AND EVANGELISM 


(The Report was received and amended, the Resolution adopted, and 
the Report {in the amended text below| commended to the churches and 
the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism by the Assembly in 
Business Session.) 


I 


The integration of the International Missionary Council and the World 
Council of Churches brings into being a new instrument of common 
consultation and action to serve the churches in their missionary task 
under the new conditions of the second half of the twentieth century. In 
it we see the good hand of God leading us into the next phase of the 
Church’s mission. It is at the same time a fitting symbol of the fact that 
missionary responsibility cannot be separated from any other aspect of the 
Church’s life and teaching. The Christian mission is one throughout the 
world, for there is but one Gospel of salvation for all men, one Saviour 
and Lord, who is the light of the world. Today, thanks to the faithful 
witness of those who went before us in the missionary movement, the 
Christian mission has a world-wide base. Every Christian congregation is 
part of that mission, with a responsibility to bear witness to Christ in its 
own neighbourhood and to share in the bearing of that witness to the ends 
of the earth. 


As we face the new situation, we are at the same time heirs of the 
spiritual riches of the missionary movement of past centuries. The very 
existence of a World Council of Churches is a sign of God’s blessing upon 
that movement. At the centre of it there has always been a deep concern 
expressed in sustained intercession, sacrificial giving and personal commit- 
ment. This spiritual heritage must not be dissipated; it must remain, ever 
renewed in the hidden life of prayer and adoration, at the heart of the 
World Council of Churches, Without it the ecumenical movement would 
petrify. Integration must mean that the World Council of Churches takes 
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the missionary task into the very heart of its life, and also that the 
missionary agencies of the churches place their work in an ecumenical 
perspective and accept whatever new insights God may give through new 
relationships. 

The missionary task is not finished. It is rather entering upon a new 
and more challenging phase. All our concerns with one another must not 
cause us to forget the fact that two-thirds of the human race are without 
the knowledge of Christ as the light of the world. We owe them that know- 
ledge. We have no better claim to Christ than they have. Nothing else that 
we can offer them is a discharge of that debt. 


The calling of God to His Church today is for a new offering of life. 
For some, especially among the youth of the churches, it is a call for 
life-long missionary service abroad. For all of every age, and out of every 
nation, it is a call to total and unconditional commitment to the mission 
of God. 

The newly integrated World Council of Churches can have no higher 
privilege than to be the servant of the churches in that mission. 


Il 


STRUCTURE AND POLICY OF THE COMMISSION AND 
DIVISION OF WORLD MISSION AND EVANGELISM 


The programme of the new Division is not here fully described. It will 
provide a new frontier, a new dimension of the World Council. We have 
made a general outline of its task. We cannot now define all its deeper 
meanings nor the extent of its activities. Only the experience of living and 
working together can teach us these. Our temptation will be to think of 
the Division simply as the continuation of the interests of the International 
Missionary Council with emphasis on Asia, Africa and South America. 
We must resist this temptation, This is the Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. We are concerned not 
with three continents but with six. In co-operation with every department 
of the World Council and with the full resources of the Christian com- 
munity in every land we must help the churches to confront men and 
women with the claims of Jesus Christ wherever they live. We now propose 
to venture forth. We pray that we shall be sensitive to the leading of God’s 
Spirit as He begins to use the structure that has been created. 


The Committee has carefully considered the “Proposals concerning the 
Policy, Structure and Programme of the Commission and Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism” contained in the Work Book of the Assembly 
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(pp. 142-5), approves them as a reasonable interpretation of the statement 
of the Aim and Functions of the Commission and Division (Work Book, 
p. 26), and commends them to the Commission as a sound guide for the 
next few years. In particular it wishes to stress the following points. 


(a) Policy regarding the Structure of the Division. 


The Committee endorses in particular the emphasis placed upon flexi- 
bility, decentralization and minimum involvement in long-term operational 
responsibilities. If the Division is to help the churches in joint action 
for mission, it will be necessary to keep the administrative arrangements 
flexible, and to avoid allowing departmental structures to determine the 
lines of action. It should be the policy of the Division to make its staff 
available to help in any situation where joint action for mission seems 
possible. When need is shown for long-term operations, it should help to 
bring into existence the necessary instruments for such operations, but it 
should not itself generally become responsible for them. The effectiveness 
of its work will not be seen in the activities which bear its name, but in 
the renewal of missionary action in the churches themselves. 


(b) Joint Action for Mission. 


The Committee has carefully considered the proposals entitled “Joint 
Action for Mission” as suggested in the Work Book and developed in a 
subsequent document. The Committee welcomes these proposals, It believes 
that missionary advance in many parts of the world requires a redeploy- 
ment of the resources available in specific geographical areas. A first 
necessary step towards this is that churches and related missionary bodies 
in a given area should together survey the needs and opportunities con- 
fronting them and the total resources available to meet them. This process 
of survey should be followed by a consultation of the churches and mission 
bodies in that area, aimed at securing real and effective redeployment of 
resources in the light of the agreed goals. This kind of common action will 
be impossible unless there is a fresh penitence, reconciliation and commit- 
ment on the part of all the bodies concerned. It will also raise in many 
cases searching issues in the realm of faith and churchmanship. The facing 
of these issues, both spiritual and confessional, will be a necessary pre- 
condition of missionary advance. The Committee therefore hopes that 
the Commission and Division will seek to implement these proposals in 
consultation with churches, related mission agencies, and national and 
regional councils, taking due account of the confessional issues which may 
be involved, and making use of the best material available on questions of 
missionary strategy. 
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The Committee recognizes that such development in the direction of 
joint action for mission will call for profound changes in the thinking 
of the churches and their people about their missionary responsibilities 
and in their commitment to the task of mission. It therefore urges that the 
development of the proposal set forth in paragraph 4 on page 145 of the 
Work Book regarding education for mission and evangelism should receive 
early attention from the Commission and the Division. 


(c) Helping the Churches in Evangelism. 


The Committee looks forward to the appointment as early as possible 
of a member of staff in the Division of World Mission and Evangelism 
whose main responsibility will be evangelism, and believes that this will 
make possible action to strengthen the evangelistic work of the churches. 
It asks the Commission, in consultation with the Department on Studies 
in Evangelism, to develop means for ascertaining what kinds of help the 
World Council can offer to the churches in their evangelistic work, and 
to consider the possibility of preparing a statement on the policy and 
programme of the Commission in this field. This should include procedures 
by which the Commission can maintain touch with the departments of 
evangelism of the churches and national councils, and by which they are 
adequately represented in its counsels. It should be the task of the Com- 
mission to keep before councils and churches its declared Aim: “To 
further the proclamation to the whole world of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
to the end that all men may believe in Him and be saved”. The Committee 
asks that the relation between “Mission” and “Evangelism” in the work of 
the Division should be a matter of continuing study. 


Il 
RELATIONSHIPS 


The Committee rejoices in the achievement of integration, but notes the 
extent of overlapping and duplication in the divisional programmes of the 
Council. It welcomes the provision which has been made for an early review 
of this matter and expresses the hope that the implications of integration 
will be given full effect in the life and work of the Council as soon as 
possible. 


(a) With the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 


The Committee recommends that the statement entitled “Procedures for 
Collaboration between the Division of World Mission and Evangelism and 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees” (Work Book, 
p. 141) be approved as a starting point for developing relationships between 
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the two Divisions in the immediately ensuing period. While accepting the 
definition contained in this statement of the focus of the concerns of the 
Division, it draws attention to the very wide range of these concerns and 
to the need for the fullest collaboration and consultation between the 
two Divisions. It urges that the question of relationships between the two 
Divisions be subject to early review in terms of the provisions of para- 
graph 49 of the Central Committee’s Report on Programme and Finance 
as adopted by the Assembly. 


(b) With the Division of Studies. 


The Committee expresses the judgement that the proposed relationship 
between the Departments of Missionary Studies and Studies in Evangelism 
on the one hand and the D.W.M.E. on the other (Work Book, pp. 40-41), 
while accepted as a starting point, will require early review, in order to 
eliminate any undesirable duplication; such review to be in accordance 
with the provisions of paragraph 49 of the Central Committee’s Report on 
Programme and Finance as adopted by the Assembly. 


(c) With the Division of Ecumenical Action. 


The Committee reaffirms the long-standing concern of the missionary 
movement for the development of Christian Home and Family Life pro- 
grammes, and commends the plans of the Department on the Co-operation 
of Men and Women in Church, Family and Society to carry forward work 
in these areas, in consultation with the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism. 

Specifically, the Committee recommends approval of the statement 
entitled “Agreement on the Christian Home and Family Life Programme 
of the I.M.C. and the Department of Co-operation of Men and Women” 
(Work Book, pp. 116-117). 


(d) With National Christian Councils. 


The Committee has reviewed the relationship of the D.W.M.E. and the 
National Christian Councils and is agreed upon the following statement: 

“In the past the I.M.C. carried the main responsibility for relationships 
between many of the National Christian Councils in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America and the Churches of the West. Because these relationships were 
not exclusively missionary, they are now shared with other Divisions of 
the World Council. None the less, the Division should continue the former 
practice of the I.M.C. of working through the Christian Councils affiliated 
to it or co-operating with it, whilst at the same time serving as a clearing- 
house for those concerns which fall within its responsibilities.” 


Cc 
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lV 
PROGRAMME 


The Committee has had before it the “Report of the International 
Missionary Council” and, while not attempting to review all phases of 
the programme reported in it, has given some attention to the following 
matters : 


(a) The Réle of the Christian Layman Abroad in the Mission of the 
Church. 


The Committee has prepared the appended statement on the above 
subject and recommends that it be transmitted to churches and Christian 
Councils for their study and action. The Committee also recommends that 
the issue continue to receive high priority in the work of the D.W.M.E. 

The Committee has also considered the proposal regarding a Secretariat 
for Lay Service Abroad, and approved it with the hope that it may be 
implemented as soon as possible, and that after an experimental period of 
three years it be reviewed. It has also prepared some detailed suggestions 
on this proposal for submission to the Central Committee. 


(b) Bible Weeks. 


The Committee has heard with enthusiasm of the growth of a new form 
of Bible Week which was promoted by the United Bible Societies and 
the W.C.C., and has been used in many places, to help the renewal of the 
Church. The form of this Bible Week is adaptable to different circum- 
stances. Where it is tried, it should not follow any rigid pattern but, 
starting from the pattern suggested by the United Bible Societies, should 
be adapted to local conditions. The Bible Study should always be local 
and related to the existing structures of the Church. 


The Committee expresses its profound appreciation to the United Bible 
Societies for what they have done to develop the Bible Week project and 
recommends that the project be commended to the member churches and 
the Councils affiliated to the Commission on World Mission and Evan- 
gelism, so that it may be given the widest possible effect in local areas; 
that arrangements be made for the distribution of descriptive materials; 
that at every stage consultations with the Bible Societies be secured; 
and that one theme and relevant Bible passages be selected for a Bible 
Week project in 1963, to be used wherever it seems suitable. 


(c) Broadcasting. 


The Committee has discussed the question of the responsibility of the 
World Council of Churches in general, and of the Division of World 
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Mission and Evangelism in particular, in the field of broadcasting (including 
television and sound radio). It has had opportunities for conference on the 
subject with the Committee on the Department of Information. It has 
noted with appreciation the effort made by that Department with limited 
resources to fulfil the assignment given to it by the Evanston Assembly. 
It has also learned of the plans for the formation of a World Association 
for Christian Broadcasting, and expresses the hope that this body may 
become an effective instrument of the churches in this field. 


The Committee recommends: 


(1) That a person be appointed for a limited period, to be attached to 
the General Secretariat of the W.C.C. and to give part of his time 
to the Department of Information and part to liaison and co-opera- 
tion with the World Association of Christian Broadcasting, in process 
of formation; 


(2) That this arrangement be strictly of a provisional nature, the hope 
being that W.A.C.B. will develop to the point where W.C.C. may 
advise its constituency that W.A.C.B. is able to handle their concerns 
in this field, other than those relating specifically to ecumenical 
interpretation and information; 


(3) That the C.W.M.E. seek resources through the Projects Fund to 
finance the above appointment: 


(4) That the Division continue to give attention to questions of Christian 
co-operation in the field of radio and television in so far as they 
relate to the responsibilities of the Division for mission and evan- 
gelism, and to contact with the regional Christian Councils regarding 
these questions. 


(d) Matters considered by the Committee upon which Recommendations 
have been made to the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism. 


1. Christian Literature. The Committee recommends procedures for 
securing a new and better co-ordinated strategy for Christian Literature by 
means of a series of consultations in the various regions of the world. 

2. Publications. The Committee has reviewed the I.M.C.’s programme 
of publications and recommends to the C.W.M.E. procedures to secure 
their more effective use. It has noted the growing importance of the “World 
Christian Books’ and made recommendations regarding the training of 
writers. 

3. Study Centres. The Committee has reviewed the development during 
the past seven years of a series of study centres in Asia and Africa, and 
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recommends to the C.W.M.E. procedures to secure better support especially 
when new centres are being inaugurated. 


4. The Training of the Professional Missionary. The Committee has 
heard with satisfaction an interim report on the planning for this study, 
has noted that it is conceived in terms of a world-wide base of mission, 
and has commended it to the C.W.M.E. as a matter of urgency. 


5. The Remuneration of Missionaries. The Committee has noted a 
request from the Continuation Committee of the East Asia Christian 
Conference that the D.W.M.E. should take up with mission boards and 
churches the need for fuller mutual consultation regarding terms of service 
and remuneration of missionaries, and has made recommendations on the 
subject to the D.W.M.E. 


6. “The Pattern of the Ministry in a Missionary Church.” The Com- 
mittee has reviewed proposals for a study on the above theme and has 
made recommendations to the C.W.M.E. 


RESOLUTION 


Mindful of the greatness of the privilege which is given to all churches 
in being witnesses to the light of the world; 

remembering the request of the Lund Conference that the churches 
should “act together in all matters except those in which deep differences 
of conviction compel them to act separately”; 

bearing in mind the statement of the Assembly regarding the unity 
which we seek as a unity of “all in each place . . . reaching out in witness 
and service to all”; and 

having received and carefully discussed a proposal from the Australian 
Council of Churches for a “World Christian Mission”, 


The Assembly: 


(1) Urges the churches to seek together in each place the help of the 
Holy Spirit in order that they may receive power to be together 
Christ’s obedient witnesses to their neighbours and to the nations; 


(2) Draws the attention of the member churches to the revised basis 
and functions of the World Council of Churches, consequent upon 
the integration of the International Missionary Council and the 
World Council of Churches; and to the fact that all Commissions, 
Divisions and Department of the Council have a mandate to 
promote a missionary and evangelistic spirit in the members of 
all churches, and to support the churches in their world-wide 
missionary and evangelistic task; and therefore invites them to 
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make use of the resources of the World Council of Churches in 
their work of mission and evangelism; 


(3) Requests the Central Committee that, in its deliberations through- 
out the period after New Delhi, high priority should be given to 
the task of helping the churches to fulfil their common calling to 
mission and evangelism. 


APPENDIX 
TO REPORT OF 
ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON D.W.MLE. 





THE ROLE OF THE CHRISTIAN LAYMAN ABROAD 
IN THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 


In the years since Willingen much discussion has been given to the matter 
of the “non-professional missionary”, but it has resulted generally in little 
action. The very term suggested someone on the fringe of the activity of 
the professional missionary. In actual fact one of the greatest missionary 
Opportunities confronting the churches today lies in the potential witness 
of great numbers of Christian laymen criss-crossing the world in the service 
of business, government and other occupations. At the same time there is 
a new impulse of disinterested service showing itself in a variety of volun- 
tary schemes, This vast new resource which God has given to the Church 
has been largely unharnessed. In what ways can we liberate this potential 
for the Church’s mission? What is the rdéle of the layman in the mission 
of the Church? 


(1) The Need and the Possibilities of the Work oi the Layman. 


Large numbers of laymen already abroad in business, government and 
other occupations need to be related to the work of church and mission 
and called into active participation. Those going abroad under various 
technical assistance programmes with a purpose of service, call for special 
study because of their parallel concern to serve and the possible compli- 
cations of their political involvements. 

Many countries are urgently recruiting doctors, engineers, university 
staff, artisans and other technical workers. We should develop procedures 
for making these needs known to our churches and directing Christian 


38 Report of the Assembly Committee 


men and women to these strategic posts. It is important that the churches 
take initiative in vocational guidance at this point and encourage able 
Christian laymen to enter important secular work abroad from a Christian 
missionary motivation. 

In speaking of the layman we should also bear in mind his family and 
the potential witness and service of his wife. 


(2) Proposed Relationship to the Church in the Homeland and in the 
Land of Service. 


The churches in the homeland should take steps to find out about their 
people going to serve abroad and to establish an appropriate relationship 
for them. This should include: (a) a recognition of their role in the mission 
of the Church; (b) guidance and orientation for this service; and (c) fellow- 
ship and backing in their work so that they may have an intelligent and 
informed purpose as Christians in their going abroad. 


In the land of service the indigenous church should make provision for 
receiving the layman into its fellowship and relating him to its life and 
work. This relationship should provide the man from abroad with the 
fellowship of belonging to a community, the pastoral care of a church in 
that country and the involvement in Christian responsibility. In such a 
relationship his life and work and home will have the support they need 
and may find their full meaning amid the difficulties of a strange environ- 
ment. 


Where Union churches and chaplaincies with foreign language services 
exist, they should be related as closely as possible to the indigenous 
church. 


(3) The Nature of the Missionary Contribution of the Layman. 


The layman’s contribution must not be thought of mainly in terms of 
religious activities in his spare time. This approach might distract him 
from his main work and make him both a poor amateur missionary and 
a poor worker in his secular profession. 


His primary missionary contribution is as a competent and responsible 
worker in his own field. For Christ’s sake he renders an able and diligent 
service and witnesses to Him by the conduct of his work. In his daily 
occupation, the layman has a particular opportunity for mission in the 
contacts he has with his fellow-workers. He also has a special opportunity 
to contribute in movements of social reconstruction and nation-building. 
His second contribution and field of witness is in the character of his 
personal life and of his Christian home. It is here that the wife plays an 
important réle and can render a great service. At the same time the layman 
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abroad and his family will also be loyal and active participants in the life 
and work of the local congregation. 


(4) The Preparation of the Layman. 


The conditions of life and work abroad demand that adequate orientation 
be provided. Frustration through inefficiency, loneliness, little pastoral care, 
problems of food, health and hygiene, unfamiliar customs and ways, all 
combine to give a rough shock. Such orientation should therefore be long 
enough to cover such things as culture and customs, problems of health 
and general adjustment to living conditions, the relation of Christian faith 
to the religion in the area, some knowledge of the Church and its work in 
that area, and Biblical studies. 

In the land of service provision should also be made for an initial period 
of orientation to the country and its Church. Opportunities should be 
provided periodically for conferences of laymen on the problems and 
opportunities of their position. It is essential that wives be included as 
fully as possible in the programme of orientation. 


(For discussion of this Report by the First Meeting of the Commission 
of World Mission and Evangelism, see p. 54.) 
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MINUTES 
OF THE 
FIRST MEETING 
OF THE 
COMMISSION ON WORLD MISSION AND EVANGELISM 
AT 
VIGYAN BHAVAN, NEW DELHI, INDIA 


December 7th and 8th, 1961 


Thursday, December 7th, 9.00 a.m. 


1. Prayers. The meeting opened with worship led by Canon T. O. 
Wedel. 


2. Chairman. Dr. John Coventry Smith proposed, and it was agreed, 
that for this meeting Dr. Christian Baeta be asked to take the chair, 
pending the appointment of the Chairman of the Commission. 


3. Roll Call. Bishop Lesslie Newbigin called the roll of representatives 
of Councils and members appointed by the Central Committee, and the 
following were recorded as being present: 


REPRESENTATIVES OF COUNCILS 


Australia Ny . a: Rev. Frank Engel 


Rev. Chiu Ban It 
Belgium Pe, a av Rev. Edouard Pichal 
Brazil an rE ie Rev. Ewaldo Alves 

Rev. Jose Borges dos Santos 
Burma ae te fi U Thaung-Tin 
Canada ewe ae Rev. R. M. Bennett 

Rev. T. E. Floyd Honey 
Ceylon . aie ry *Dr. Bryan de Kretser 
China es ui © No appointment 
Cuba iz. is she Rev. Anselmo Carral 


* Appointed but not present. 
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Denmark 
Finland 
France 


Germany 


Ghana 
Great Britain 


Hong Kong 
India 


Indonesia 


Jamaica 
Japan 
Korea 
Madagascar 
Malaya 
Mexico 
Near East 


Netherlands 


New Zealand ... ° 


Northern Rhodesia 
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Bishop Halfdan Hogsbro 
Rev. Olavi Vuorela 

Rev. Pierre Benignus 
Missionsdirektor Gerhard Brennecke 
Dr. Hans Harms 

Dr. Martin Podrksen 

Dr. G. F. Vicedom 

Rev. P. C. Richter 

Rev. A. T. Houghton 

Rev. M. O. Janes 

Rev. E. G. T. Madge 

Rev. Frank Short 

Rev. A. E. A. Sulston 
Rev. John V. Taylor 

Miss E. A. C. Walls 

Dr. S. C. Leung 

Rev. A. E. D. Frederick 
Rt. Rev. R. B. Manikam 
Rt. Rev. John W. Sadiq 
*Rev. Basoeki Probowinoto 
*Dr. Bonar Sidjabat 

Rt. Rev. Selwyn Hastings 
(Apologies received) 

Rev. Greenfield C. Kiel 
Pastor Rajosefa-Rakotovao 
Dr. Ho Seng Ong 

No appointment 

Rev. Hovhannes Aharonian 
Dr. Harry G. Dorman 
Rev. Girgis Grais 

Dr. J. Blauw 

Mr. S. C. Graaf van Randwijck 
Col. A. Bramwell Cook, M.D. 


Rev. Peter Mathews 


“Appointed but not present. 
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Pakistan ne coy ti] Rev. R. N. Baroi 
Philippines a a Vd *Mr. Jose Roxas 
*Rev. Jose A. Yap 
Puerta Rico — ** bo he Dr. Michael Saenz 
River Plate _... nie aye Rey. Wilfrid Artus 
Sierra Leone ... ies at (Apology received) 
South Africa ... pa ae Rev. Basil Brown 
Rev. Milton Martin 
Sweden “ty Ly “oF Miss Maria Dillner 
Rev. Arvid Stenstr6m 
Switzerland... mw 2; Rev. E. Reymond 
Bishop Ferdinand Sigg 
Thailand re fp ch Rev. Charoon Wichidaist 
U.S.A. Lol aot io Dr. Alford Carleton 
Dr. E. S. Erb 


Dr. Irene Jones 

Dr. Virgil Sly 

Dr. Eugene L. Smith 
Dr. John Coventry Smith 
Dr. E. B. Willingham 


* Appointed but not present. 


Apologies for absence were received from : Miss Mary Rendell (Canada), 
Rev. D. W. Thompson (Great Britain), Dr. Moses (India), Dr. Abineno 
(Indonesia), Dr. Muto and Rev. K. Hirai (Japan), Rev. K. C. Kim (Korea), 
Rev. I. Masih (Pakistan), Rev. P. A. J. Williams (Sierra Leone), Rt. Rev. 
S. Bayne, Dr. L. Gotwald, Miss M. Shannon and Mrs. M. Y. Ward 
(U.S.A.). 


MEMBERS APPOINTED BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


Dr. C. G. Baeta Dr. E. H. Johnson 

Dr. E. W. Baker Dr. Helen Kim 

Bishop N. S. Booth Archimandrite J. Kotsonis 
Mrs. Porter Brown Most Rev. A. C. MaclInnes 
Rev. E. E. Castro Bishop J. K. Mathews 
Rev. Harvey Cox Bishop H. J. A. Meyer 


Dean F. W. Dillistone Rev. J. Miguez-Bonino 
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Dr. D. M’Timkulu Dr. H. Thimme 

Rev. E. W. Nielsen Rey. T. L. Tucker 

Rev. R. Obermiiller Dr. Klaus von Bismarck 
Rev. D. Paton Canon T. O. Wedel 

Rt. Rev. Chandu Ray Rey. E. Wilkinson 

Dr. H. Roberts Prof. C. Williams 

Rev. J. Rossel Dr. H. Yoder 


Observer from Southern Rhodesia Christian Conference : Mrs. G. C. Grant 
Representative of World Christian Books: Rey. Victor Hayward 


Members of staff: Bishop L. Newbigin, Dr. G. W. Carpenter, Rev. A. 
Gjerding, Dr. Norman Goodall, Rev. Victor Hayward, Rev. G. Hubble, 
Dr. P. Loffler and Dr. C. W. Ranson 


Administrative staff: Miss E. M. Sandle 


4. Acceptance of World Christian Books as a Sponsored Agency. 


Bishop Newbigin referred to the powers given to the Commission under 
Section V of its Constitution, clause (vi), to sponsor agencies for specialized 
activities. It was necessary for the Commission formally to accept World 
Christian Books as a sponsored agency, continuing the arrangement that 
existed under the Constitution of the International Missionary Council. 

On a proposal by the REV. MILTON MARTIN it was 

RESOLVED with acclamation that World Christian Books be accepted 

as a sponsored agency, coupled with an expression of very warm 
appreciation of the work of Bishop Stephen Neill and gratitude that 
it has been found possible to continue this work as a sponsored 
agency. 


5. Status of the Committee on the Church and the Jewish People. 


Dr. NORMAN GOODALL introduced draft resolutions prepared to enable 
the work of the former sponsored agency known as the International 
Missionary Council’s Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews 
to be carried on in a closer relationship with the new Commission. The 
proposals had been approved already by the Joint Committee, I.M.C. 
Administrative Committee, and the Committee on the Christian Approach 
to the Jews. 


RESOLVED: 


(a) That the former I.M.C.’s Committee on the Christian Approach 
to the Jews be reconstituted under the name of the Committee on 
the Church and the Jewish People. 
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(b) That the functions of the Committee shall be as follows : 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


To study the Jewish world in its various aspects in order to 
develop an effective programme to combat anti-Semitism and 
arouse Christian responsibility towards the Jews. 


To carry on a discussion on those theological issues which are 
fundamental to the relationship between the Church and the 
Jews. 


To further the Church’s witness to the Jewish people by study 
and other appropriate means. 


To stimulate actions with the purpose of enlisting local 
congregations in a ministry to the Jews in their parishes. 


To foster the production and circulation of Christian litera- 
ture for Jews appropriate for present-day needs, as well as 
literature for Christians to emphasize Christian responsibility 
towards the Jews. 


To co-ordinate the Christian witness to the Jewish people so 
as to prevent overlapping of effort, provide for the effective 
occupation of neglected areas, and be a means of communi- 
cation for the sharing of knowledge, experience and methods. 
For that purpose the Committee shall try to stimulate the 
creation of area committees (national or regional) and to 
co-operate with such committees already existing in different 
parts of the world. 


To enlist the co-operation of missionary societies, of churches 
not affiliated with the World Council of Churches, and of 
other Christian agencies interested in service for the Jews. 


(c) That the composition of the Committee be as follows : 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


Membership. The Committee shall consist of twenty members, 
to be appointed by the Central Committee on the nomination 
of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 


Officers. Officers shall be appointed in accordance with the 
Rules of the World Council of Churches. 


Secretary. There shall be a Secretary of the Committee who 
shall be an Officer of the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism, to be appointed by the Central Committee on 
the nomination of the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism in consultation with the Committee. 
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(4) Reports. The Committee shall report annually to the Central 
Committee through the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism. 


Finance. The Committee shall prepare its financial budget in 
accordance with the provisions governing the finances of the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, but with the 
understanding that the budget shall be wholly supplementary to 
the income and expenditure of the Commission. 


6. Nominating Committee. 


Bishop Newbigin referred to the committee appointments to be made 
both by the Commission itself and by the Central Committee on the 
nomination of the Commission. Owing to the complicated timing factor it 
had been necessary to make some arrangement to deal with the problem, 
and the I.M.C. Assembly had appointed an informal nominating com- 
mittee, which had worked in conjunction with the Central Committee’s 
nominating committee during the intervening period. The members of the 
committee were: Dr. John Coventry Smith (chairman), Dr. Christian 
Baeta, Dr. David Moses, Dr. Martin Pérksen, Rev. John V. Taylor and 
Canon T. O. Wedel. 


RESOLVED to confirm the appointment of this Nominating Committee, 
and receive its report. 


7. Report of the Nominating Committee. 


(a) Appointments to be made by the Commission. 


On the recommendation of the Nominating Committee, presented by 
Dr. JOHN COVENTRY SMITH, it was 


RESOLVED that the following appointments be made: 
(i) Chairman of the Commission. The Right Rev. John Sadiq. 


(ii) Vice-Chairman. Dr. E. L. Smith. 


For the time being, only one Vice-Chairman should be 
appointed. 


The Chairman and Vice-Chairman should also be Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman of the Divisional Committee, and if further 
Vice-Chairmen were elected, they should be chosen from the 
members of the Divisional Committee. 


(iii) Chairman of the Finance Committee. Mr. Lawrence J. MacGregor. 
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(iv) Theological Education Fund Committee. 


Dr. C. G. Baeta 

Rt. Rev. J. B. Bentley 
Dr. Alford Carleton 
Dr. J. W. C. Dougall 
Dr. Clara French 

Dr. Franklin C. Fry 
Rev. C. T. Gattinoni 
Dr. Helen Kim 

Dr. John A. Mackay 
Prof. Frank Michaeli 
Canon T. R. Milford 
Dr. Benjamin Moraes 
Dr. D. G. Moses 


(v) Finance Committee. 
New York Section 


Mr. Lawrence MacGregor 
(Chairman) 

Rev. R. M. Bennett 

Miss Marian Derby 

Dr. Luther A. Gotwald 

Rev. Floyd Honey 

Mr. Norwood L. Jones 

Rev. Telfer Mook 

Mr. Daniel M. Pattison 

Rev. Claude Pickens, Jr. 


Dr. Donald M’Timkulu 

Dean Liston Pope 

Rev. Karimuda Sitompul 

Dr. Virgil A. Sly 

Dr. Eugene L. Smith 

Dr. John Coventry Smith 
(Chairman) 

Bishop B. G. M. Sundkler 

Dr. James S. Thomson 

Dr. H. P. Van Dusen 

Dr. Edward B. Willingham 

Dr. Hachiro Yuasa 


London Section 


Sir Kenneth Grubb (Chairman) 
Howard Diamond 
Missionsdirektor H. Motel 

Mr. S. C. Graaf van Randwijck 
Rev. Frank Short 

Rev. D. W. Thompson 


Co-opted members 
Rey. Arvid Stenstro6m 
Rev. A. E. A. Sulston 


(vi) World Christian Books (Executive Committee). 
Rev. John Huxtable (Chairman) 


Rev. G. Appleton 


Dr. H. W. Gensichen (alternate—Rev. R. K. Orchard) 


Rev. V. E. W. Hayward 
Dr. H. Jackson 

Dr. H. Margull 

Rev. P. A. Potter 

Dr. Floyd Shacklock 
Canon E. H. Wade 


Rt. Rev. S. C. Neill (General Editor) 
Rev. J. A. Lovejoy (Secretary) 
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(b) Appointments to be made by the Central Committee on the Recom- 
mendation of the Commission. 


Recommendations of the Nominating Committee were presented by 
Dr. JOHN COVENTRY SMITH. After discussion regarding the balance of 
confessional and geographical representation, especially on the Divisional 
Committee, and the submission of revised lists, it was 


RESOLVED that the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
recommend to the Central Committee the following appointments: 


(i) Divisional Committee on World Mission and Evangelism. 


Chairman: 


Members: 


Rt. Rev. John Sadiq 


Rev. A. Buthi 

Rev. E. E. Castro 

Most Rev. D. Coggan, Archbishop of York 

Rev. W. A. Curtis (C.C.J.P.) 

Dr. H. G. Dorman 

Miss A. Fransz 

Mr. H. Hellstern (D.I.C.A.S.R.) 

Mr. Korula Jacob 

Rey. Greenfield Kiel 

Prof. Vladimir Kotliarov 

Most Rev. A. C. MaclInnes, Archbishop of 
Jerusalem (D.I.C.A.S.R.) 

Bishop H. Meyer 

Dr. Takeshi Muto 

Dr. O. G. Myklebust 

Metropolitan Parthenios 

Rey. Titus Rasendrahasina 

Rey. Frank Short 

Dr. E. L. Smith (Vice-Chairman) 

Dr. J. C. Smith (T.E.F.) 

Bishop Bengt G. M. Sundkler 

Rev. S. Tuilovoni 

Mr. S. C. Graaf van Randwijck 

Canon T. O. Wedel 

Rt. Rev. A. H. Zulu 
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Consultants: Rev. Pierre Benignus 
Dr. A. Carleton 
Rey. Frank Engel 
Rev. T. A. Floyd Honey 
Dr. Irene Jones 
Rev. J. Rossel 
Dr. Virgil Sly 
Rev. Arvid Stenstrém 
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with the possibility of additions to the list 


of Consultants. 


(ii) Director of the Division \ ; ‘es 
Secretary of the Commission f Bishop Lesslie Newbigin 


(ili) Committee on the Church and the Jewish People. 


Chairman: Rev. W. A. Curtis 
American Rev. R. B. Cunningham 
Section: Dr. Luther Gotwald 
Bishop John D. Graber 
Rev. L. W. Halvorson 
Prof. George A. F. Knight 
British Rev. G. Appleton 
Section: Rev. H. L. Ellison 
Rev. J. A. Lovejoy 


Rev. R. Clephane Macanna 


Rev. Harcourt Samuel 
Rev. R. G. Walker 

European Rev. R. Bakker 

Section: Prof. Dr. A. Freudenberg 

Rev. H. Grolle 
Rev. G. Hedenquist 
Prof. A. Lacocque 
Rev. Henry Rasmussen 
Prof. K. H. Rengstorf 
Rev. N. Rosef 


(It was understood that the need for a future wider representation 
on the Committee on the Church and the Jewish People would 


be borne in mind.) 
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(iv) Secretarial Staff of the Division. 
In the case of those appointments which at present had no 
expiry date, extension was proposed to a date which would 
enable the Commission to reconsider the appointments at its next 
meeting, which would probably be in January 1964. 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin ... + June 30th, 1964 
Dr. G. W. Carpenter “38 Ae June 30th, 1964 
Dr. Hans W. Gensichen _... a March 3lst, 1964 
Rey. Anker Gjerding > i June 30th, 1964 
Rev. V. E. W. Hayward ... aa June 30th, 1964 
Dr. James Hopewell oa re June 30th, 1964 
Rev. Gwenyth Hubble ¥P oa June 30th, 1964 
Dr. Paul Loffler © oF September 30th, 1965 
Rev. R. K. Orchard i 4 June 30th, 1964 
Dr. Charles W. Ranson _.... ae June 30th, 1963 
Dr. Wilfred Scopes ‘ah ss June 30th, 1963 
Pastor Vavae Toma s as June 30th, 1966 


(c) Appointments to be made by the Central Committee, on the Recom- 
mendation of the Commission after consultation with the Division 
of Studies. 


On the recommendation of the Nominating Committee, presented by 
Dr. JOHN COVENTRY SMITH, it was 


RESOLVED that the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
recommend to the Division of Studies the following nominations, for 
appointment by the Central Committee: 


Department of Missionary Studies, Working Committee. 
Chairman: Dr. E. H. Johnson 


Members: Dr. J. Blauw 

Miss Jean Fraser 
Dr. C. H. Hwang 
Dr. Herbert Jackson 
Bishop H. Meyer 
Rev. E. W. Nielsen 
Fr. E. Stephanou 

- Rev. J. V. Taylor 
Mr. S. C. Graaf van Randwijck 
Dr. Charles West 
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It was recommended that the four vacancies be filled by the Executive 
Committee at its next meeting, bearing in mind the need for repre- 
sentation of the younger churches and the Study Centres. 


(Recommendations under (b) and (c) were approved by the Central 
Committee, with the exception of the Committee on the Church and Jewish 
People (see Minute 20).) 


8. Consultation between Divisions in appointment of Committee 
Members. 


The Rev. JoHN TayLor introduced a motion to recommend to Central 
Committee that: 


“Where a second body is by constitution to be represented on any of 
the committees of the D.W.M.E., the choice of members should first 
be made by the Nominating Committee of the C.W.M.E., and there- 
after the second body should, after due consultation, bear the onus 
of adjusting its choice in such a way as not to upset the overall balance 
of geographical and confessional representation.” 

After some discussion it was decided to suspend action on this motion 

so that enquiries could be made. (See Minute 21.) 


9. Admission of the Southern Rhodesia Christian Conference. 

Bishop Newbigin reported that he had received the request of the 
Southern Rhodesia Christian Conference for affiliation to the Commission: 
the Conference had fulfilled the requirements laid down in the Constitution, 
it accepted the Aim of the Commission, and desired to co-operate in its 
functions. 


The representative of the Conference, Mrs. G. C. GRANT, spoke of its 
origin in the Southern Rhodesia Missionary Conference, which later 
developed to combine representation of both churches and missionary 
bodies. It was only a century since the first missionaries had come to 
Southern Rhodesia. The early patterns of work were now being upset by 
the movement of peoples and extensive coalescence in urban areas, so that 
the Church, so segmented in its own life, also faced external challenges 
from the revolutionary situation it had to meet. The Christian Conference 
looked to the wisdom and experience of the wider Church, as represented 
in the World Council of Churches, to give them guidance and encourage- 
ment. Already the stimulus had been at work, for instance in preparations 
for united higher theological education, in preliminary talks among the 
churches on Church unity, and in opening doors to all races in the pre- 
dominantly white congregations. The Conference hoped to be able to bring 
its own contribution to the world-wide body. 
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On a proposal by BisHop SADIQ, it was 


RESOLVED that the Southern Rhodesia Christian Conference be 
affiliated to the Commission. 
The representative of the Southern Rhodesia Christian Conference, 
Mrs. G. C. Grant, thereupon became a full voting delegate. 


10. By-Laws of the Commission and Division. 


On a proposal by Bishop Newbigin it was 
RESOLVED that the drawing up of By-laws be postponed until the 
meeting of the Divisional Committee. 


Thursday, December 7th, 4.00 p.m. 


Bishop John Sadiq took the Chair, and thanked the Commission for his 
election. 


11. Report of the Committee of the World Council of Churches 
Assembly on the Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 


(This Report is printed at p. 29.) 


BisHop MANIKAM presented the report of the Assembly Committee, 
which had been received by the Assembly and commended to the Com- 
mission as an outline of policy and a guide to the staff and the Divisional 
Committee. A general discussion of the paper followed. 


A. Relations with D.L.C.A.S.R. (Section Illa). 


Dr. Erp spoke of the importance of providing for consultation with 
the supporting bodies whenever a church made an appeal for help to 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid or other ecumenical agencies. BISHOP 
CHANDU Ray pointed out that the two points of view (the need to safe- 
guard the independence of the churches on the one hand, and the impor- 
tance of consultation on the other) have been voiced again and again in 
I.M.C. discussions. COUNT VAN RANDWIJCK commended the plans of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid to undertake long-term commitments, and 
hoped it would be willing to learn from missionary experience in the 
matter of preparation for workers going abroad and their pastoral care. 
Dr. Sty hoped that liaison with D.I.C.A.S.R. would henceforth be a 
continuous process, not one which only operated at times of crisis. 
Dr. WILLINGHAM referred to co-operation in the D.I.C.A.S.R. scholarship 
programme and recommended that holders of scholarships awarded by 
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governments and philanthropic foundations should be included, since they 
were very often potential leaders in the churches. 


B. Helping the Churches in Evangelism (Section IIc). 


BisHop MEYER stressed the importance of study of the relationship 
between mission and evangelism. Cot. Cook welcomed the proposed 
appointment of a member of staff for evangelism. He hoped both mission 
and evangelism would receive adequate emphasis. He referred to the 
missionary “outbursts” of the past which had been definitely attributable 
to evangelistic stimulus, and commended the end of Section I of the report 
which expressed the calling of all church members to commitment to the 
mission of God. He was in sympathy with the proposal for a world 
Christian mission and hoped directives for keeping this before the churches 
would emerge from the discussions. 


Mr. Haywarp reported that the relation of mission and evangelism was 
considered in “The Study of the Word of God and the Church’s Missionary 
Obedience” and in Dr. Niles’s forthcoming book, while from another 
angle the Department on Evangelism was embarking on a study of “The 
Missionary Structure of the Congregation”. 


CANON CHIU BAN IT referred to the dangers of missionary activity which 
was not followed up by “evangelism in depth”, so that people had only 
a superficial Christian faith. 


Dr. E. L. SMITH said that, if it was broadly agreed that mission and 
evangelism belonged together, bringing them together was a question, not 
just of study, but of renewal of the Church in general. He proposed regional 
conferences of missionary and evangelistic representatives and leading 
members of church governments, to show them the new vision of the 
missionary church. 

The Rev. R. M. BENNETT deplored the existing divisions and rivalries 
between departments of evangelism and of mission. 

BisHop CHANDU Ray asked: “When does ‘evangelism’ turn to be evan- 
gelistic?” So much institutional work was a question of service rather than 
witness. He hoped that not only study, but also joint action in a truly 
evangelistic sense would be possible. 


C. Joint Action for Mission (Section IIb). 


The Rev. T. E. F. Honky referred first to the proposals in the Work 
Book (pp. 143 and 144) concerning the “Principal Tasks of the Commis- 
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sion”, and then to the development of this concern in the paper “Joint 
Action for Mission” (see Appendix D), which had been carefully con- 
sidered by the Assembly Committee, who felt that the time had come for 
action on these lines. The four propositions in the report had been taken 
from the “Joint Action for Mission” document, but the Assembly Com- 
mittee had inserted a phrase on “confessional issues”. In some proposals 
for joint action, for instance in the case of the support of united churches, 
confessional issues were not involved, but these proposals went much 
further and envisaged a redeployment of resources in an area across 
confessional lines. He referred to the E.A.C.C. discussions in Bangalore, 
which had brought into focus problems created in the churches of Asia by 
confessionalism. The E.A.C.C. had proposed three consultations in different 
areas of Asia in which these problems of confessionalism and redeployment 
of missionary resources would be studied. 


Dr. DoRMAN wondered whether such joint action was possible in areas 
other than South-east Asia. BisHop NEWBIGIN thought that in the next 
few years probably not more than four or five places in the world would 
be found ripe to take this kind of action. They would be small areas, 
perhaps the size of one State in India. The Rev. A. E. D. FREDERICK said 
the National Christian Council of India had already discussed the possi- 
bility of a project in two small areas in North and South India. A total 
survey of schools, colleges or hospitals would be a big undertaking. The 
Rev. D. M. Paton hoped the project would include at least one place in 
Europe or North America; he felt the stimulus of such a project would be 
of great benefit. Dr. E. H. JOHNSON stressed the confessional problems 
likely to arise. He noted the proposal that Divisional staff should assist 
such projects, and asked if Dr. Goodall’s visit to Jamaica was to be 
regarded as a first step in that direction. Bishop NEWBIGIN said that it 
was the intention that, if any area decided to go ahead, staff should be 
available to help them. The difficulties met with in Jamaica illustrated the 
fact that simply to broadcast the proposal would not be likely to be 
fruitful. 


The Rev. J. V. TAYLOR thought this was perhaps the most challenging 
possibility to emerge from thinking over the past six or seven years, but 
the implications must be squarely faced before plans were made. He 
believed insufficient account was taken in the paper of direct church-to- 
church aid, or of direct recruitment by a church without any intermediate 
organization. He felt that missionary societies ought not to be thought of 
as autonomous bodies, but as channels for securing manpower and finance 
for the churches. It would then follow that the consultation and redeploy- 
ment in an area would be the task of the churches there, while the 
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missionary agencies would be looked upon as their sources of supply, 
submissive to their plans. . 

The Rev. J. RosseEL referred to the quite different situation on the 
continent of Europe, where inter-denominational missionary societies are 
related to perhaps twenty different churches. 

Dr. E. Erp feared that the redeployment of resources would lead to 
intense centralization of administration, and so to the weakening of 
personal relationships with donors. He thought the pooling of funds would 
be difficult where money had been donated for a specific purpose. Thirdly, 
he would deprecate unions which might be brought about for the sake of 
convenience. ARCHIMANDRITE KorTsOoNis believed that co-operation in the 
redeployment of resources and personnel would help towards the achieve- 
ment of a true unity. 

The Rev. A. E. A. SuLston doubted whether it would be possible to 
unite effectively in evangelistic work unless the churches already had a 
deep unity. He wondered whether plans could be made in terms of the 
kind of work that could be done co-operatively, e.g. education and medical 
work. He endorsed Mr. Taylor’s point about the primacy of the decisions 
of the churches and did not feel it would conflict with the missionary 
societies’ responsibilities to their supporters. 

Dr. JOHN COVENTRY SMITH mentioned as examples of situations where 
the project might be acceptable, the United Church of North India, and the 
Cameroons. He wished that greater emphasis had been put on the spiritual 
preparation for any action that might take place. This had been particularly 
stressed in the E.A.C.C. plans. Dr. CARPENTER suggested that joint action 
in a city area would be another possible field. It should also be recognized 
that many steps leading in this direction were already being taken (for 
example, mission boards were rethinking their own tasks and responsi- 
bilities), which would contribute to the working out of the project. 

Dr. E. H. JoHNSON proposed a motion: “That the document ‘Joint 
Action for Mission’ be commended to our Member Councils for their study 
and action, and that the staff of the Division be made available for counsel 
and advice in areas where joint action seems possible.” BisHop MANIKAM 
felt the document should first be revised, and BIsHop CHANDU Ray said it 
should be linked with the E.A.C.C. proposals. BrisHop NEWBIGIN agreed 
that the revision should make it clear that what was intended was joint 
action in specific geographical areas, and not a general pooling or central- 
ization of resources, and that the proposed consultations were intended as 
a means by which the Holy Spirit might speak to all concerned, so that 
they might see new ways of helping one another to meet the challenges in 


their area. 
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The motion was therefore revised and it was 

RESOLVED that the document “Joint Action for Mission”, after 
revision by the staff in the light of this discussion and in consultation 
with the regional council where appropriate, be commended to our 
Member Councils for their study and action, and that the staff of the 
Division be made available for counsel and advice in areas where 
joint action seems possible. 


D. R6le of the Christian Layman abroad in the Mission of the Church 
(Section IVa). 


BisHop CHANDU Ray referred to the appendix to the report, in which 
the contribution of laymen working abroad in the mission of the Church 
is developed. There existed no machinery by which churches could inform 
their members of the existing opportunities. A proposal to set up a Secre- 
tariat for Lay Service Abroad had come before the Central Committee, 
and the Assembly Committee on D.W.M.E. felt strongly that such an 
appointment should be made, the necessary finance being found through 
the Projects Fund. 


Dr. E. H. JOHNSON submitted alterations to the appendix which had 
been made to meet the point raised in the Assembly concerning the impor- 
tance of the contribution to be made by wives of men serving overseas. 


In the following discussion, suggestions were made by Mrs. Grant, the 
Rev. Anselmo Carral, the Rev. David Paton, Canon Chiu Ban It, Mrs. 
Porter Brown, Canon T. O. Wedel, Dr. H. Thimme, Dr. Payne, the Rev. 
T. E. F. Honey, Dr. H. G. Dorman and the Rey. M. O. Janes. 


The following were among the points raised: The congregations of 
foreign-language chaplaincies tended to become cut off from the local 
population; on the other hand, local congregations needed to be prepared 
to receive people from overseas. This applied as much in Europe and 
North America as elsewhere. A distinction should be made between the 
two types of people which the proposals covered: (a) “conventional” 
Christians taking up posts overseas, and (b) Christians committed to the 
mission of the Church. The latter were prepared to learn the language and 
take an active part in the life of the local church. It was desirable that 
the former (who tended to make up the congregations of foreign-language 
churches) should be drawn into active participation in the life of the local 
church. Both groups would benefit from orientation courses. It was felt 
that a document describing different types of preparation for service abroad 
already being undertaken would be useful. 
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RESOLVED: 


(1) To approve the proposal to appoint a secretary for Lay Service 

Abroad for an experimental period of three years. 
(2) To ask the staff to revise the appendix on the Role of the Christian 
| Layman Abroad, and obtain the authority of the Executive Com- 
mittee to send it to Member Churches and Councils for study 

and action. 

Dr. PAYNE reported that the Department on the Laity also wished to 
have an opportunity for commenting on the proposals before circulation. 


E. Bible Weeks (Section IVb). 

On the basis of twenty years’ experience in Germany, Dr. THIMME 
believed centralization of such programmes was not desirable, and also 
that it was better to choose a passage to be studied, rather than a theme. 
Dr. E. L. SMITH pointed out that the success of the programme of Bible 
Study in preparation for the Assembly had led to the present suggestion. 


F. Broadcasting (Section IVc). 


BisHop NEWBIGIN presented the recommendations arising from discus- 
sions in the staff of the I.M.C., the Department of Information, and the 
Policy Reference Committee. The Assembly had approved the appointment 
proposed in this section, and the question before the Commission was one 
of finance. 

RESOLVED that the necessary financial resources be sought through 

the Projects Fund. 


The whole of the report up to this point was given general approval, 
and the session ended. 


Evening Prayers were led by Bishop Chandu Ray. 


Friday, December 8th, 9.00 a.m. 


Morning Worship was led by Dr. Hans Thimme. 
Bishop Sadiq from the chair welcomed newly arrived members of the 


Commission. 
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G. Recommendations from the Assembly Committee on D.W.M.E. 


(Section I[Vd). 


The full text of these recommendations is set out below. 


l. 


Christian Literature. 

The Committee, having studied the background of a request that 

there be ‘‘co-ordination of literature work in missions and younger 

churches’, having also considered the merits of various proposals, 

including a carefully worked-out staff plan for a “consultative 

world committee on Christian literature’, as well as the reports 

of the Mindolo Conference (June 1961), and of a special consulta- 

tion held at that time to consider this question, BELIEVES 

(1) that there is need for a world strategy of Christian literature; 

(2) that this strategy should be developed from regional con- 
sultations; 

(3) that it is essential that such regional consultations should have 
the widest possible representation, including Christian bodies 
not related to the World Council of Churches. 


The Committee therefore RECOMMENDS 

(i) that the Division encourage the holding of a continuing series 
of regional meetings successively held in different parts of the 
world, to be attended by 
(a) those directly responsible for meeting the literature needs 

of the given area; 

(b) representatives of supporting bodies in the literature field; 
(c) representatives of other regions; 


(ii) that such regional meetings should provisionally meet the need 
for world consultation and co-ordination; 


(iii) that the Division assign one of its staff members to keep in 
close touch with these developments, be present at them, and 
take any required initiative to encourage such an on-going 
process of regional and inter-regional consultation, planning, 
sharing of information and resources and mutual stimulation, 
which the Committee believes to be more important at this 
stage than any more formal organization at a world level; 


(iv) that the Division encourage and support the holding, at an 
early date, of such a regional meeting in Europe or North 
America, with representatives of other regions, to consider 
the particular responsibilities of supporting agencies in the 
literature field. 
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2. Publications. 


The Committee takes note of the excellent work done in the field 
of study, research and publications, and warmly approves of the 
plan to continue these operations. 


It wishes, however, to express concern over the fact that many of 
the publications resulting from the programmes of study, research 
and consultation are not being sufficiently used in the churches, 
and RECOMMENDS to the Division that an annotated list of all 
these publications be prepared in an attractive folder, that this 
be sent to all member churches, councils of churches, Christian 
councils, mission boards, and theological colleges, and that the 
significance of these publications for the Church’s mission every- 
where be emphasized. 


In view of the fact that in many churches of the world economic 
factors prevent church leaders from purchasing such books, the 
Committee RECOMMENDS further that the Division encourage 
churches, mission boards and theological colleges to make these 
studies widely available in the churches through gifts, subsidies and 
lending libraries. 


The Committee also RECOMMENDS that where important study 
or survey documents relating to missionary strategy have been 
produced by one church, the Division should take steps to see that 
these are studied on a world-wide basis. 


The Committee records also the great contribution of WORLD 
CHRISTIAN BOOKS to the whole Christian enterprise in the 
world, and acknowledges a great debt of gratitude to the General 
Editor, Bishop Stephen Neill. In reaffirming the importance of 
this series, the Committee emphasizes the necessity of translations 
of these books being thoroughly adapted to other language and 
cultural areas, and RECOMMENDS that the Division study the 
possibility of extending facilities for the training of writers to 
regions and language areas where these facilities do not exist at 
present. 

In conclusion, the Committee records its gratitude to Miss 
Margaret Sinclair, Editor of the INTERNATIONAL REVIEW 
OF MISSIONS, for her great contribution to the world mission of 
the Church in maintaining the high standard and extending the 
circulation of the REVIEW, and wishes her every happiness in her 
impending retirement. 
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On the proposals for regional literature consultations, the Rev. J. V. 
TayLor hoped attention would be given to distribution problems, and 
referred to the survey of distributing agencies in Africa undertaken by 
Sir Charles Jeffries. The Rev. A. T. HouGHTON stressed the value of 
inviting Christian literature agencies not linked to the W.C.C. to participate 
in the proposed meetings. 


BisHop MEYER, on behalf of the sub-committee of the Assembly Com- 
mittee which had prepared the recommendations, stressed the danger of 
dominating Asian and African thought with Western ideas; it was for this 
reason that consultations on a regional basis, rather than a world-wide 
one, were recommended, so that the needs of particular areas would 
receive proper attention. With regard to the recommendations concerning 
Publications, he pointed out the proposed arrangements for securing distri- 
bution of the Division’s publications, and drew attention to the biblio- 
graphies prepared by the Missionary Research Library, New York, which 
could be used more widely. 


Mr. HaywarD reported that he was in process of arranging a consoli- 
dated subscription scheme for Study Centre publications. 


The Rev. A. E. D. FRepDgERICcK referred to the recommendation on the 
training of authors and translators, and said what they most needed was 
freedom from other duties, e.g. for a six-month period, so as to be able 
to produce books. Dr. CARPENTER suggested the regional literature con- 
sultations should consider this problem. Mr. FREDERICK hoped for an 
Asian consultation, and BisHop SADIQ suggested E.A.C.C. should consider 
the possibility. Bishop MEYER thought training facilities for writers might 
be sought in Western centres of learning. 


3. Study Centres. 


The value of centres for the study of religions and of religion and 
society has been so well demonstrated in recent years that a con- 
siderable number of new. centres are being proposed by Christian 
groups in Asia, Africa and Latin America, with encouragement 
from Europe and North America. In order that the experience of 
existing programmes be taken into full account, and that resources 
be used effectively and economically, the Committee RECOM- 
MENDS full consultation through the Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism, as these new Centres are planned. 


The Committee also URGES that sufficient support be guaranteed 
for a reasonable period, perhaps three years, when a new Centre 
is begun. Only so can well-qualified staff be secured and the 
potential effectiveness of the Centre be adequately tested. 
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The Committee notes the proposal that the Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism inaugurate a central Fund from which 
such Study Centres may receive at least partial support, and 
TRANSMITS THIS SUGGESTION to the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism with the hope that it will be 
given careful consideration. 


Replying to a question on the proposal to guarantee support for new 
Centres for three years, the Rev. Victor HAywarD explained that it was 
not intended that support should cease at the end of the three-year period, 
but unless finances were assured for at least three years, rather than on 
a yearly basis, new Centres had difficulty in recruiting staff. 


4. Training of the Professional Missionary. 
The Committee RECOMMENDS that the Commission : 


(i) express its conviction of the importance of a study of the 
training of the missionary in a world perspective; 


(ii) express satisfaction in the work already being done by staff; 
(iii) give this study major emphasis in plans for its on-going work; 


_ (iv) express the hope that materials may be available at an early 
date for the guidance of churches and councils. 


In reply to questions, the REV. GWENYTH HuBBLE said her study would 
include consultation with the younger churches, and would cover questions 
relating to orientation courses and language schools. 


5. Remuneration of Missionaries. 


The Committee has discussed the recommendation of the East Asia 
Christian Conference regarding the remuneration of missionaries. 
The Committee understood that, while the remuneration which 
missionaries receive should be examined, the most important issue 
is the need for mutual consultation between the sending church 
or agency and the receiving church regarding the terms of service 
and of remuneration of missionaries away from home. 

The Committee therefore agrees to RECOMMEND that the 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism urge the missionary 
societies and boards to enter into consultation with the receiving 
churches on the matters raised in the request presented by the East 
Asia Christian Conference. 

The Committee further RECOMMENDS that consultation with the 
appropriate bodies be extended to include the staff of ecumenical 
agencies, such as the E.A.C.C. and national councils, in cases 
where their remuneration is determined by external bodies. 
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In order to prevent misunderstanding concerning the meaning of the third 
paragraph, it was suggested that it should read: “. . . consultations with 
the appropriate bodies be extended to include the remuneration of the staff 
of ecumenical agencies . . .” ete. 


In reply to questions, Dr. RANSON referred to the text of the E.A.C.C. 
request to the Division, and said the sub-committee which considered it 
had felt that what was needed most was a sense of mutual confidence, 
and an exchange of information. Other members seconded this, deploring 
the harmful effects of the secrecy sometimes observed, which would be 
eliminated if there were frank and full consultation, and if all salaries and 
allowances were channelled through the receiving church. 


Subject to the suggested alteration in text of the third paragraph of 
item 5, it was 


RESOLVED that the Commission give general approval to the recom- 
mendations | to 5 above, and instruct the staff to implement them, 
taking into account the points made in discussion. 


6. Standing Committee on the Ministry. 
The Committee RECOMMENDS : 
(i) that the Standing Committee be not at this time reappointed; 


(ii) that the D.W.M.E. staff be asked to convene a consultation 
of a group of ten to fifteen competent people to meet shortly 
before the T.E.F. Committee meeting in July 1962, that 
Bishop Newbigin’s paper on “The Pattern of the Ministry in 
a Missionary Church’, as revised after further discussion, be 
among the working papers of the group, and that the con- 
sultation should concentrate on issues concerning the pattern 
of the ministry appropriate to a missionary church; 


(ili) that the consultative group should report to the Divisional 
Committee of the D.W.M.E.; 


(iv) that the DW.M.E. be asked through further meetings of a 
consultative group or other appropriate means to continue the 
work on these issues; 


(Vv 


— 


that the staff be authorized to seek resources to enable the 
programme which has been started under the Standing Com- 
mittee, and the appointment of the Rev. Dr. W. Scopes, to 
continue until July 1963. 
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In addition to the recommendations of the Assembly Committee, the 
Commission had before it the paper prepared for the I.M.C. Assembly 
outlining the history of the Standing Committee on the Ministry and 
containing the staff proposals for carrying forward a study of the matters 
covered in the Committee’s terms of reference. 


Dr. E. L. SMITH reported that the I.M.C. Assembly, after considering 
this paper, had resolved as follows: 


(1) That the paper placed before the I.M.C. Assembly be referred to 
the C.W.M.E. for major attention at its meeting; 


(2) That the Officers be authorized to appoint a small committee to 
study the paper and enter into consultation informally with those 
others attending the W.C.C. Assembly who have special knowledge 
and competence in this field, and to present recommendations to the 
C.W.M.E. upon the suggestions contained in this paper. 


The study proposed in resolution (2) had been undertaken by a sub- 
committee of the Assembly Committee on D.W.M.E., which had produced 
the recommendations (i) to (v) above. These recommendations provided 
for a group with special competence to concentrate upon one of the major 
issues in the field, and left open till a later date the question of appropriate 
means for continuing the work. 


BisHop NEWBIGIN referred to the relation of the study of “The Pattern 
of the Ministry in a Missionary Church” to a project of the Division of 
Studies on a similar subject; he had discussed this with Dr. Wolf and it 
had been agreed that the two should be undertaken separately, with the 
possibility of converging at a later stage. Dr. BILHEIMER said that co- 
ordination of the two would be secured through the new staff advisory 
committee on studies. Dr. JOHN COVENTRY SMITH pressed for the closest 
liaison, since the conclusions of this study were likely to be valid also for 
the new frontiers on which the Church should be engaged in Europe and 
North America. 

Dr. E. H. JOHNSON agreed that concentration on one aspect of the 
concerns of the Standing Committee was desirable at present, and hoped 
that the other issues would be followed up later under the terms of 
recommendation (iv). 

BrsHop MEYER emphasized the importance of bringing together the two 
studies mentioned above. The Rev. J. V. TAYLor was in favour of break- 
ing down the study into its different aspects, since generalized conclusions 
tended to become too imprecise to be useful. 

A further recommendation, to be numbered (v), was proposed as 
follows: 


64 Minutes of the Commission 


(v) that the staff advisory committee be asked to keep under 
constant review this study and the Study of the Ministry to 
be undertaken by the Division of Studies, and to advise 
regarding the co-ordination of the two; 

the last recommendation of the Assembly Committee (on finance and staff 
appointment) being renumbered (vi). 


The Rev. T. E. F. Honey hoped that the expression “a missionary 
church” would be clarified in any further papers issued. He asked for 
information on Dr. Scopes’s programme, BISHOP NEWBIGIN stated that 
the surveys of theological training in Latin America and the Near East 
had been completed, and the reports were being written up. It had been 
decided not to proceed at present with a survey in the Pacific. The whole 
of Dr. Scopes’s time would now be devoted to this study. 


RESOLVED that the Commission give approval to recommendations 
6(ii) to 6(vi). 

The Chairman proposed that before returning to recommendation 6(i) 
on the reappointment of the Standing Committee, the Commission should 
first consider the proposals regarding the Theological Education Fund. 
(See Minute 13.) 


12. Theological Education Fund. 


Bishop Newbigin introduced the report of the Theological Education 
Fund Committee Anent the Future of the Fund (see Appendix C), and 
draft resolutions for the consideration of the Commission. 


1. Transference of Authority from I.M.C. to C.W.M.E. 


He explained that, first, formal actions were required to enable the 
C.W.M.E. to carry on the responsibilities assumed by the I.M.C. at its 
Ghana Assembly in relation to the Fund. He suggested that it would be 
proper to add the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches as 
one of the ex-officio members of the T.E.F. Committee. 


With this amendment, it was thus 


RESOLVED that the Commission accepts the obligations in relation to 
the Fund which have been carried by the I.M.C. in terms of the 
resolutions of the Ghana Assembly (pp. 52-56), and in particular 
resolves: 


(i) that the Chairman of the C.W.M.E., the Chairman of its Finance 
Committee, the General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches and the Director of the D.W.M.E., shall be ex-officio 
members of the T.E.F.C. with vote (Ghana, VI (1)); 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(v) 
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that the Chairman of the Finance Committee of the C.W.M.E. 
Shall be the custodian of the moneys of the Fund, to be held 
in accordance with sound fiscal practice, and disbursed on the 
instructions of the T.E.F.C. (Ghana, VI (2) ); 


that the present members of T.E.F.C. shall serve until their 
successors are appointed by the Commission or by the Divisional 
Committee of the D.W.M.E. (Ghana, VI (3)); 


that interim vacancies shall be filled by the Divisional Committee 
of the D.W.M.E. on the nomination of the Officers of the 
C.W.M.E. (Ghana, VI (4)); 


that all responsibilities assigned in the Ghana resolutions regard- 
ing the T.E.F.C. to the Assembly and Administrative Committee 
of the I.M.C. shall be discharged hereafter by the C.W.M.E. and 
the Divisional Committee of D.W.M.E. respectively. 


II. Proposals concerning the Future of the Fund. 


Bishop Newbigin said that the proposals of the T.E.F.C., contained in 
its report (Section 3), relating to the extension of the mandate for a further 
two years, the seeking of additional finance, and the review of its work 
with a view to decisions about the future, had been considered by the 
I.M.C. Assembly and commended for adoption by the Commission. 

RESOLVED that the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 

approve the proposals of the Theological Education Fund Committee 
as commended by the I.M.C. Assembly at its final meeting, namely: 


(a) 


that the mandate given to the T.E.F.C. by the I.M.C. Assembly 
at Accra be extended from summer 1963 to June 30th, 1965; 


(b) that for this additional two-year period, the Committee be 


(c) 


authorized to seek continued contributions from the supporting 
boards and to continue to draw the attention of other boards and 
potential donors to the needs of the Fund; 


that the Committee be authorized to use the additional resources 
thus made available beyond the original sum of $4 million in 
accordance with the general directives of the Ghana resolutions 
establishing the T.E.F.C., with emphasis upon the following: 


(1) the further development of the Text-Books Programme; 
(2) possible additional major grants to institutions; 


(3) other activities approved by the Committee for the strengthen- 
ing of ministerial training in the younger churches; 
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(d) that the I.M.C. Assembly, or its successor body, be requested to 
make arrangements immediately following the New Delhi meetings 
for review and evaluation of the work of the T.E.F.C. with a view 
to decisions about the future, 


Ill. Evaluation of the Work of the Fund. 


BisHop NEWBIGIN reminded the Commission that the responsibility for 
decisions about the future of the Theological Education Fund rested with 
the Commission itself, but explained that he had communicated to the 
T.E.F. Committee meeting at New Haven the request of the I.M.C. staff 
that the Committee should formulate draft proposals regarding the future. 
The T.E.F. Committee had therefore, at his request, drawn up suggestions 
for the evaluation of its work, which included (A) the questions to be 
considered, and (B) the proposed machinery for arriving at a judgement, 
by means of an Advisory Group to make recommendations to the 
Divisional Committee in 1962. 


In reply to questions, Dr. RANSON said that the seminaries of “non- 
co-operating” churches and missions had benefited through the Libraries 
Programme and the regional consultations, while those in Africa were 
included in the special Africa programme. Orthodox seminaries in Malabar 
had received similar help, but not those in the Near East. The seminaries 
which had not received T.E.F. grants had benefited from the stimulus of 
the consultations and enquiries, It was difficult to judge whether they had 
been adversely affected in other ways. He would welcome consideration of 
this, and of help to Orthodox seminaries in areas other than Malabar, 
being added to the questions for the Advisory Group. 


In reply to a question about the personnel of the Advisory Group, 
BisHop NEWBIGIN said that informal approaches had been made to the 
Rev. E. W. Nielsen, Principal C. H. Hwang and Dr. Charles Taylor. In 
New Delhi he had also asked President Pusey to participate, and in case 
Principal Hwang was unable to take part, he had asked Dr. Niles to be 
ready if possible to join the group. 

COUNT VAN RANDWIJCK was hesitant about appointing an Advisory 
Group to undertake an investigation which might be carried out by the 
staff. Dr. JOHN COVENTRY SMITH, chairman of the T.E.F. Committee, 
emphasized that the Committee was strongly in favour of obtaining an 
external opinion on the value of its work. 


It was RESOLVED that 


(A) The Commission agrees with the proposal of the T.E.F.C. that 
the Commission should undertake a review and evaluation of the 
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work of the Fund with a view to decisions about the future. The 
following are the questions upon which judgements must be 
reached before such decisions are made: 


(i) 


(il) 


(iii) 


What has been, and is likely to be, the value of the work of 
tie. ter. 


(a) in raising the level of training for the Christian ministry 
in the younger churches? 


(b) in arousing concern for theological education in the 
younger churches? 


(c) in disclosing new methods of co-operative Christian 
action for specific tasks? 


At the time of the Ghana Assembly the needs of theological 
education in the younger churches were judged to be so 
urgent as to require that they be given priority over other 
needs and singled out for special treatment on a co-operative 
basis and the allocation of special resources secured for the 
purpose; does the situation now facing us, taking into account 
the work done and planned by the T.E.F.C., still warrant the 
same judgement? Or are there other needs which should now 
take precedence for action in the immediate future? 


If the needs of theological education are still judged to be 
of the highest priority, what type of action is now appro- 
priate? Should the method adopted in the setting up of the 
T.E.F.C. be continued? Or should it be modified? Or should 
other methods be used? 


(iv) What resources might be available for any special programme 


(v) 


(vi) 


in the field of theological education after 1965? 


If a special programme is to be planned in the field of 
theological education, what should be the precise definition 
of the programme? What should be its relation to the 
concerns remitted by the Ghana Assembly to the Standing 
Committee on the Ministry? And to the concerns of other 
Divisions of the World Council of Churches in the field of 
theological education? 


What would be the appropriate administrative arrangements 
for such a programme, and how would it be related to the 
World Council of Churches in general and to the Commission 
on World Mission and Evangelism in particular? 
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(B) It will be necessary for the Commission at its meeting in 
December 1963 to formulate its judgement on these questions and 
to determine lines of action for the future, subject to the approval 
of the Central Committee. For this purpose THE COMMISSION 
AGREES: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(Vv) 


(vi) 


(vii) 


to constitute a small advisory group, consisting of Dr. C. H. 
Hwang (or alternatively, Dr. D. T. Niles), Rev. E. W. 
Nielsen, Dr. Nathan Pusey and Dr. Charles Taylor to assist 
and advise the staff, Officers and Divisional Committee in 
this matter. The Director of the D.W.M.E. shall be secretary 
of the group and any other members shall be appointed by 
the Officers of the Commission; 


to request the group to meet as early as possible in New 
York to plan its work and to study the material available 
in the T.E.F.C. office, and again—after such visits and 
correspondence as may be necessary—immediately before 
the meeting of the Divisional Committee in July 1962; 


that the Advisory Group should be asked to formulate draft 
replies to questions (i), (ii), and (iii) for submission to the 
Divisional Committee in July 1962; 

that the Divisional Committee should discuss fully these 
draft replies with the Advisory Group, and should then 
determine further procedures, including the question of 
approaches to potential donors; 


that the Advisory Group and the staff of the Division 
should prepare and present to the Divisional Committee in 
the summer of 1963 a second draft of their findings, including 
answers to questions (iv), (v), and (vi); 


that the Divisional Committee should then determine 
procedures for the formulation of final resolutions for 
submission to the C.W.M.E. at its meeting in the end of 
1963; 

that the staff be authorized to seek resources for the work 
of the Advisory Group up to a maximum of $10,000 for the 
whole period of its work. 


13. Standing Committee on the Ministry. 
The Chairman pointed out that the Advisory Group on the Theological 


Education Fund would be taking into account the whole range of concerns 
which prompted the establishment of the Standing Committee on the 
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Ministry, He therefore hoped that the Commission would agree with the 
recommendation of the Assembly Committee that the Standing Committee 
should not be reappointed at present, leaving open the possibility that it 
be reappointed later. 


RESOLVED that the Commission give approval to recommendation 6(i) 
under Minute 11(G) that the Standing Committee be not at this time 
reappointed. 


14. New Forms of Exchange of Personnel. 


RESOLVED that the Commission give approval to the Assembly 
Committee’s recommendation as follows: 
The Committee’s attention has been drawn to questions arising from 
new forms of exchange of short-term, technically-trained personnel 
employed by one church and made available through National Coun- 
cils for service in other churches. It was noted that this matter should 
receive further study by the Committee. 


15. Budget of the C.W.M.E. 


Bishop Newbigin presented the proposed budget for the period 1962-64 
(see Appendix E), explaining that the income figures had been drawn up 
by the Administrative Committee of the I.M.C. in 1960 after a great deal 
of consultation with Councils about the level of support to be expected. 
The expenditure figures suggested in 1960 had been raised, to allow for 
salary increases approved since that date. The increase could be met out 
of the sum of $14,000 which had accumulated owing to staff vacancies. 


RESOLVED that the budget for the period 1962-64 be adopted as 
presented. 


16. Projects Fund. 


Bishop Newbigin presented a Statement on the Administration of the 
Projects Fund, and details of the income and expenditure from 1960 to 
September 30th, 1961. 

He told the Commission that the Administrative Committee had agreed 
to the establishment of the Fund to enable a wider circle of Christian 
bodies to share in the support of particular items in the I.M.C.’s programme 
which they felt to be especially significant. Examination of the accounts 
showed the wide range of donors who had contributed to the various 
projects listed, and also to the Undesignated Account, from which alloca- 
tions were made at the end of each year to meet deficits in the accounts of 
individual projects. 
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In addition to the projects listed at its inception in 1960, the Administra- 
tive Committee had approved the inclusion of the following items in the 
Projects Fund: the Islam in Africa Project, the Urban Africa Project, the 
Pacific Churches Conference of 1961 and the finances of its Continuation 
Committee and Secretary. 

During the past year, the sum of nearly $54,000 had -come into the 
Discretionary Account, which had been established to enable the staff to 
meet emergency needs as they arose, These funds had been used to finance 
the consultation and survey undertaken by the Jamaica Christian Council, 
the support of the Pacific Secretariat (until funds came into that account), 
and the preparations for the All Africa Churches Conference on Education. 


The Commission was asked to consider: 
(a) procedures for preparing the list of Projects requiring support; 
(b) procedures for handling funds in the Discretionary Account; and 


(c) procedures for transferring funds from the Undesignated Account to 
other Projects Fund accounts. 


After discussion it was RESOLVED: 


(1) that the Divisional Committee authorize each year a definite list 
of projects for the following calendar year, including provision for 
the Discretionary Fund, showing the total amount of money to 
be sought under each head; 


(2) that a similar list, provisional in character, be prepared for the 
following year; 

(3) that the staff be authorized, with the approval of the Chairman of 
the Finance Committee, to clear deficits in authorised Projects 
Fund accounts by transfer from the Undesignated Account, at 
the end of each financial year; 


(4) that the Director, after staff consultation and with the approval of 
the Chairman of the Divisional Committee, be authorized to make 
payments from the Discretionary Account; 


(5) that all operations on the Projects Fund accounts be reported at 
the subsequent meeting of the Divisional Committee for review. 


17. Date, Place and Character of Next Meeting of C.W.M.E. 


The Chairman asked the Rev. Frank Short to present some suggestions 
on the nature of the next meeting of the Commission. Mr. SHORT said he 
thought that it should be both a conference with a theme, and a business 
meeting. The busiriess aspect should include a study of the working-out 
of integration, both in relation to other Divisions of the World Council, 
and in relation to the Member Councils which carried the financial respon- 
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sibility for the Commission’s work. He thought the theme should be 
concerned with the primary task of the Commission, and possibly related 
to the substance of the United Presbyterian Church’s Advisory Study 
Committee report. It should do something to reveal the magnitude of the 
operations in which the Commission is engaged. The presentation of its 
work had hitherto been on a meagre scale when compared with the way 
in which, for example, D.I.C.A.S.R.’s work was presented. The whole 
constituency ought to be involved in preparatory study. As he believed the 
next decade could be one of the most creative in the whole history of the 
missionary movement, he thought it was in that context that the Com- 
mission’s next meeting should take place. He hoped the date chosen would 
allow sufficient time for preparatory study. 


(a) Location and Date. 


For the place, Latin America was suggested. On a show of hands, 
Opinion was almost equally divided between the period December 8th to 
18th, 1963, and December 29th, 1963 to January 8th, 1964. 


RESOLVED that the staff make enquiries about the possible location, 
and bring suggestions concerning the place and date to the Divisional 
Committee meeting in 1962. 


(b) Theme. 


The Rev. Frank Engel, the Rev. J. Rossel, Dr. E. H. Johnson, the Rev. 
A. E. A. Sulston, Dr. E. §. Erb, Dr. E. L. Smith, Bishop N. S. Booth, 
Dr. H. Thimme, Col, Bramwell Cook, the Rev. J. V. Taylor and Dr. 
Vicedom took part in the discussion. 

Reference was made to the concept of the Church as a worshipping 
community, introduced in the Assembly Bible Studies by Fr. Paul Verghese; 
could there not be a study of the Worshipping Community and Missions? 
The preamble to the Assembly Committee’s report was recommended as 
a Starting point. 

The redeployment of resources, and the universality of missionary 
problems, were other lines of thought suggested, together with a study 
of the pattern of work of all “fellow-workers” (missionaries or fraternal 
workers). Dr. Blauw’s book on the Biblical basis of Mission was recom- 
mended, and also a Biblical study of the question of the relation between 
missionary societies and younger churches. 

Dr. E. L. SMITH proposed a serious study of the work of the Holy 
Spirit and the Christian mission, concerned not only with the work of the 
Holy Spirit within the Church, but outside it. Dr. THIMME wished that 
the discussion of the theological basis of missions, which had hitherto 
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tended to be Christocentric, could be extended—not just to the work of 
the Holy Spirit, but to consider the missionary task of the Church from 
its Trinitarian aspect. 

BisHop NewsIGIN fully agreed with Dr. Thimme and said that the 
concept of a Church-centred mission developed since Tambaram had been 
most fruitful, but it was now time to turn to a study which would relate 
the work of missions to the secular events of history. He thought this 
could really only be done in terms of a Trinitarian doctrine of mission. 
The I.M.C. staff had already considered this issue, and intended to intro- 
duce a statement to the 1962 Divisional Committee meeting. 


RESOLVED that the staff carry on work along these lines, and present 
a statement which could form the basis for the theme of the Com- 
mission meeting, at the next meeting of the Divisional Committee. 


18. Date of Divisional Committee Meeting, 1962. 


Bishop Newbigin reported that the dates for meetings in 1962 had been 
arranged as follows: 
Departmental and Divisional Committees, August Ist to 6th; 
Executive Committee, August 6th and 7th; 
Central Committee, August 7th to 17th. 
The meetings would be held in the Cité Universitaire, Paris. 


19. Staff Vacancies: Variation of St. Andrews Resolution. 


Bishop Newbigin referred to the decision of the Administrative Com- 
mittee that a staff member should be appointed (a) to be the Editor of 
the I.R.M. and (b) to assist in the affairs of the Division in Geneva. He 
explained that it had proved difficult to find a person qualified to undertake 
both tasks and requested that, if it proved impossible, authority might be 
given to divide the work in some other way. He also asked that he might 
be authorized to consult, either with the Nominating Committee of the 
Commission meeting in Delhi, or with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, 
on matters concerning this appointment. 


RESOLVED that Bishop Newbigin consult with the Chairman and 


Vice-Chairman of C.W.M.E. and that they be authorized to make 
arrangements in modification of the St. Andrews resolution. 


20. Appointment of the Committee on the Church and the Jewish 
People. (See Minute 7(b)(ili).) 
Bishop Newbigin reported that the Central Committee had not acted 
to confirm the appointment of this Committee, in the belief that this was 
a matter for the Commission alone. 
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RESOLVED that the matter be referred to the Executive Committee in 
March 1962 for action, and that meanwhile the C.C.J.P. be considered 
a committee of the Commission. 


21. Consultation between Divisions in Appointment of Committee 
Members. 


Bishop Newbigin referred to the question raised following the report 
of the Nominating Committee (see Minute 8). It was found that the Rules 
of the W.C.C., which state that two members of the Divisional Committee 
shall be appointed after consultation with D.I.C.A.S.R., do not agree with 
the procedure suggested for “‘co-option” on page 141 of the Work Book. 


RESOLVED that this discrepancy be referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee in March 1962. 


22. Appreciation. 


The Chairman thanked the team of translators and stewards who had 
worked for the Commission for their services, and declared the meeting 
closed. 


Evening Prayers followed, led by the Chairman, Bishop Sadiq. 
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Appendix A 
FROM EDINBURGH TO NEW DELHI 


BisHop BENGT G. M. SUNDKLER 


In North India, one hundred and fifty-five years ago, the idea of a world 
missionary conference was first conceived. The modern missionary movement had 
hardly taken a first precarious foothold on the coastline of Asia and Africa when 
William Carey of Serampore, in 1806, saw the vision of a general association of 
all denominations of Christians from the four quarters of the world. He proposed 
to call an international missionary meeting at Capetown in 1810—a hundred years 
prior to Edinburgh 1910—in order to give to missionaries an opportunity to counsel 
together and to “enter into one another’s views”. When asked about his reaction to 
this proposal, Henry Martyn, of Calcutta and Patna, another great India missionary 
of that heroic age, replied to Carey that he welcomed the plan “not on account of 
its practicality but (because of) its grandeur.” 


Grandeur of vision no less than “practicality” and realism are essential to the 
missionary outreach of the Church. It is so in our day as surely as in the days of 
the great pioneers of our movement. Looking back on the fifty years of the history 
of the I.M.C., one sees that the contribution of the Council to the World Church 
consists in vision, perspective, fruitful seed-thoughts, and practical advice and 
counsel to missions and churches faced with critical problems on the frontier of 
the Church. 


Edinburgh 1910 stands unique. That great conference marks the beginning of the 
organized Ecumenical Movement. Indeed, future generations may well come to 
regard Edinburgh 1910 as the key gathering in a century of important Church 
Councils. Significantly, the I.M.C. was born at Edinburgh in 1910—and to extend 
the figure was baptized in 1911 and was confirmed in 1921. 


From the Mound, Edinburgh 1910, the patriarchs of the movement looked to 
the “evangelization of the world in this generation”. Jerusalem 1928, and more 
particularly Tambaram 1938, made the indigenous Church “the centre from which 
the whole missionary enterprise must be directed.”” At Whitby, after World War II, 
the Church at the centre of the picture was interpreted in relation to partnership-in- 
obedience of Western missions and younger churches. At the same time, there 
was a renewed eschatological emphasis, seeing the missionary task as “expectant 
evangelism’’—as Whitby expressed it—looking towards “beyondness as the unique 
dimension of the Christian religion” (John A. Mackay). This emphasis gives the 
dynamic to the vision of the 1950s—the apostolate of the Church, the sentness of 
the Church to the world, and to the whole world, the concept of the Pilgrim People 
of God, united in its witness and service: “the whole Church with one Gospel of 
reconciliation for the whole world”. 


The emergence and the policies of the I.M.C. cannot be understood apart from the 
life and commitment, vision and conviction of its two great progenitors. John R. 
Mott and Joseph H. Oldham. One of the fundamental ideals of J. H. Oldham, the 
foremost strategist of the I.M.C., was that vision and action, truth and service 
necessarily belong together. One must gather and appraise the facts and survey 
the total situation in order to act relevantly; on the other hand, obedience in 
service, “doing the truth”, generates new insights on a more existential level: “We 
must dare in order to know”. 


The I.M.C.’s sole authority consisted in the wisdom of its advice and guidance 
as these commended themselves by their inherent worth and relevance. The I.M.C. 
had neither directive nor coercive authority. Its authority—and it was considerable— 
resided altogether in thé self-authenticating truth of its counsel. In this it established 
for all to see the basic operating principle for ecumenical organizations. 


The I.M.C. contributed also to its sister ecumenical bodies. At Edinburgh 1910, 
the birthplace of the I.M.C., Charles R. Brent conceived and projected what was to 
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become the Faith and Order Movement. Later the operating ecumenical principles 
and functioning example of the I.M.C. provided Nathan Soderblom with inspiration 
and guidance in the development of Life and Work. Moreover, Oldham’s prime role 
in shaping Oxford 1937 symbolized the larger significance of the I.M.C. and 
foreshadowed the need for integration that will here become a reality. 


We shall now attempt to sum up certain essential aspects of the Council’s historic 
role in the three words of its name: International, Missionary, and Council. 


J. International—in a world of conflict, revolution and war 


The international missionary movement was called upon to serve and act in a 
whirlpool of an age; an age the theme of which was wars and rumours of wars, 
restless revolution and rapid social and political change. It was the age which saw 
“the dwarfing of Europe”—that irregular peninsula at the western corner of the 
Asian continent—the decline of Western political domination and the corresponding 
rise of the “new nations” of Asia and Africa amidst the population explosion in 
those parts of the world. This shift on the scene of history from West to East, this 
Copernican change, of course affected all world-wide interests, movements and 
organizations at the time. It influenced Christian missions deeply, perhaps funda- 
mentally. For the “Great Century”, so called, in world missions had coincided with 
the climax of Western colonialism, and Christian missions had tended to be 
associated, sometimes identified, with this outreach of Western power. By the same 
token, the retreat of the West on the scene was interpreted as a collapse of the 
“Christian” West and of the religion of the West. This development was hastened 
by the two world wars and these influenced the I.M.C. very closely. The challenge 
of the wars revealed both weakness and strength in the Council: weakness, which 
was primarily a function of the dividedness of the Church, for this dividedness 
hampered any attempt at swift and effective planning. Yet there was strength also, 
for in the crucible of war the missions and churches discovered the meaning of the 
supra-nationality of the Church of Christ. The care for orphaned missions during and 
after two world wars brought out the deepest implications of the international 
attribute in the Council’s name and programme. Here was a world-wide Christian 
family transcending the boundaries of nation and denomination and uniting its 
members in common faith, charity and hope. 


A letter from Karl Hartenstein, of Basel and Wurtemberg, to William Paton, 
September 5th, 1939, reveals the dimension of depth in this fellowship: ““Tambaram, 
nine months ago, it’s like the bright star of God’s promise, a sign-post of the 
communion and fellowship of all Christian Churches in the world. But now 
darkness has come upon us. Oh, our mission work, our dear and beloved mission 
work! I shall remember the Hemmen days’”—recalling a meeting in July 1939 of the 
Interim Committee of the Council in Holland—‘I shall remember the Hemmen 
days as the last sign of a real Christian brotherhood in this world”. 


After the war the churches from the victorious and the vanquished nations met 
at Whitby. The Whitby statement on the supra-nationality of missions is one of the 
most important declarations in the history of the Council. It is as eminently relevant 
now as then, and it may become even more universally relevant in our day than 
it was in the 1940s. Citizenship in the heavenly kingdom implies that “we are no 
more able unreservedly to identify ourselves with our nation, its self-willed destiny 
and aspirations’. For missionaries must give their unequivocal witness to Christ 
and “our primary loyalty is to Christ”. 


It was out of this understanding that the I.M.C., in co-operation with the World 
Council of Churches, took the great initiative to establish the Churches’ Commission 


_ on International Affairs. 


II. Fellowship of Councils 


It is by its world conferences that the I.M.C. is especially known and remembered. 
From Edinburgh 1910 onwards, these meetings and their follow-up gave world 
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perspective and direction, laying the foundation for ecumenical fellowship in and 
through the missionary outreach of the Church. 


The historian of the I.M.C.. Dr. W. Richey Hogg, has characterized Edinburgh 
1910 as “a lens catching diffused beams of light from a century’s attempt at 
missionary co-operation, focusing and projecting them for the future in a unified, 
meaningful, and determinative pattern”. Such was largely the function also of the 
following conferences. They functioned as lenses, bringing the world-wide missionary 
situation into focus, sharpening the issues and permitting missions and churches to 
see more clearly the way ahead. This was a great service in a situation where it 
was often far from easy to see the wood for the trees—or the jungle for the lianas, 
as the case may be—and to discover a path and to build a road through the jungle 
of ideas and ideologies. 


The most important practical result of Edinburgh 1910 was what became the 
Christian Councils in Asia and later in Africa. Looking back upon his work in the 
Council, Dr. Mott could rightly state: “My first and greatest contribution to the 
I.M.C. was to bring about the formation of National Christian Councils”. In 
principle, the I.M.C. consisted of these Councils and was a fellowship of Councils 
in the East and West. It was not the central secretariat in Edinburgh House in 
London or in New York and in Asia, but the national councils that had the power 
to determine policy. When the international organization was finally formed in 1921, 
the suggested name International Missionary Committee was changed into Inter- 
national Missionary Council, in order to emphasize the fact that the new body had 
no executive function. The fact that decisions lay with the individual Christian 
Councils explains, in part, the remarkable flexibility that was to characterize the 
overall contribution of the I.M.C. 


The Christian Councils in Asia brought together on a national basis the often 
isolated minority churches situated within the milieu of strong traditional religious 
communities. There had sometimes been a tendency for a narrow bilateral relation- 
ship to be established and maintained between particular Western mission boards 
and a particular young Church in the East. The National Christian Councils provided 
the platform where the central new fact of the churches of Asia and Africa could be 
fully recognized. The West had been slow to make this recognition. One observer 
from the West wrote after Tambaram 1938: “Of course one had known about the 
younger churches in a thin, conceptual kind of way. But here were concrete symbols 
of this new churchmanship which had the power to stab and thrill the imagination.” 


The new development in the 1950s toward ecumenical regionalism was a strong 
bridge over to the integrated I.M.C.-W.C.C. and did to a large extent anticipate 
the momentous decisions to be taken by the New Delhi Assembly. 


The National Christian Councils in their relationships with the churches and to 
the I.M.C. were much more than mere organizational devices. Oldham spoke of 
them as “new spiritual adventures”; they would fail or succeed, he said, “in the 
region of the spirit”. The nature of their authority paralleled and was deliberately 
patterned after that of the I.M.C. In that respect, theirs was a characteristic 
expression of the I.M.C.’s approach to strategy. 


Strategy is a big word. For one thing it is a military term implying the existence 
of a general high command, relying on the obedience and submission of the troops. 
Strategy within the I.M.C. was not like that. It was of a very different kind. What 
became a characteristically I.M.C. strategy was formed by Mott and Oldham, and 
their successors. One discovers it in the truly impressive sets of volumes published 
after the world conferences, one sees examples of it in the special research volumes 
on Higher Education in India and on the Christian Ministry in India, in the 
Le Zoute volume on Africa, and later studies and surveys of the industrial, 
educational and ecclesiastical problems in their setting and depth. Out of this 
research and survey and from informed debate on a national basis and in inter- 
national assembly there emerged new visions and were defined new policies, inspiring 
action on a broad front. 


Not always, to be sure, did research and survey produce the action hoped for. 
The fact that Merle Davis’s contribution, in spite of its wealth of insight and ideas, 
remained largely unknown or was soon forgotten, indicated a weakness on the part 
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of the communicative machinery of the Council, a weakness in communication that 
was partly caused by the parsimonious modesty of central headquarters in London 
and New York. The staff never exceeded a number of four to five secretaries and 
their assistants. In view of this, the outreach of the Council in fact strikes one as 
surprisingly wide. This small staff exercised its influence through personal contacts 
with a large number of key people in the East and the West and influenced opinion 
through the truly remarkable International Review of Missions. Thereby they 
pioneered the ecumenical art of bringing together international and inter- 
denominational personnel in constructive co-operation for the common cause. There 
was, however, a limitation in this ecumenical programme. It was a tendency to 
make cautious halt and make do with something less than the one Church. This 
was inevitable in the historical situation if the wide variety in the constituency of 
the Council was to be maintained. But it meant shunning essential problems of 
unity in the inner life and in the koinonia and the leitourgia of the Church. In the 
integrated council these questions cannot be left aside. 


Iti. Missionary: One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church 


The calling and task of this international council was no other and no less than 
that of furthering and serving the missionary cause of Christ’s Church in the world. 
The great world assemblies called by the Council not only planned missionary 
outreach but also kindled, by their deep evangelistic concern, new nation-wide 
movements. The meeting on the Mount of Olives in 1928 proclaimed: “Our message 
is Jesus Christ. Christ is our motive and Christ is our end. We must give nothing 
less and we can give nothing more.” The fresh, thankful realization of this 
unspeakable gift brought forth, as one result of the Jerusalem Conference, the Five 
Year Movement in China in the 1930s. In the same meeting the unforgettable 
Toyohiko Kagawa caught the vision of ‘a million souls for Christ”. The Kingdom 
of God Movement in Japan was born, giving dynamic strength to the evangelistic 
efforts of the Japanese Churches in the 1930s. 


At the same time, some of the time-honoured fundamental concepts of the 
missionary outreach of the Church were challenged. The word missionary suffered a 
sea-change in the passage of recent years. Particularly after the second world war, 
the words missions and missionary, both in the East and the West, lost some of 
their attraction. The preoccupation with organizational problems within the happily 
discovered “Younger Churches” of the period sometimes appeared to result in a 
withdrawal to an ecclesiastical ghetto. There was also some uncertainty in the 
theological field as to the understanding and interpretation of the claim and gift of 
the Gospel in relation to other religions, possibly with consequent lack of dynamic 
witness on the frontier between Christian faith and other beliefs. It is on this 
fundamental level that the ecumenical debate concerning the missionary obligation 
of the Church in recent years has given new direction and conviction. Here was an 
understanding of the Church not as a self-sufficient and self-preserving ecclesiastical 
machine, but as the new people of God, the pilgrim people of God, sent to the 
world. It was an interpretation of the Church as “event” rather than “institution”, a 
Church that is a function of the apostolate, itself a sign and an arrhabon (earnest) 
of the Kingdom of God. 


Thus it was that at Rolle and Lucknow at the beginning of the 1950s the 
missionary and ecumenical heirs of Edinburgh 1910 found one another, discovering 
that the unity of the Church and the mission of the Church both belong in equal 
degree to the essence of the Church. From there the road led to integration. The 
historian sees this integration prophetically anticipated by J. H. Oldham at the time 
of the inception of the I.M.C. in 1920. He then referred to our Council as 
“something that may represent the beginning of a world league of Churches”. This 
integration marks a new beginning of the utmost importance for the witness, unity 
and service of the Church of Christ. We pray and hope that it will herald a fuller 
and more dynamic understanding of the Church on the part of missions and that 
the missionary and evangelistic emphasis will be at the very centre of the integrated 
World Council. . 
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It is not given to us to know whether in fact this will be so. We shall not know 
this without total personal commitment to the task of the unity and mission of the 
Church. For, in the words of J. H. Oldham, “we must dare in order to know”. 


In faith we believe that the I.M.C. was a work of the Spirit and an evidence of 
the divine providence in our moment of history. In order to bring forth much fruit, 
the seed, however, must follow the divine law of the grain of wheat. “Except that 
a grain of wheat fall into the ground... .” 


BENGT SUNDKLER 
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THE TASK AHEAD 
KORULA JACOB 


_ The task ahead of us is the subject for our consideration at this meeting. That task 
is a continuing and unchanging task. The very fact that we are taking time to talk 
of the task ahead at this meeting of the Assembly, which we all fervently hope is 
its last meeting, is proof that it is a continuing task. And this task has been to 
further the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The proclamation of the 
Good News by word and deed is our individual and collective obligation, and it 
continues until the end of time. 


Our continuing task, however, has to be carried out in a changing context. This 
means we have new opportunities and new responsibilities. If we are good and 
faithful stewards, we must try to discern what these are and act wisely. relying on 
God both to lead us and to enable us. 


When we look at the context in which we shall be functioning there are two 
aspects that have to be taken into account. There is the aspect of our structure and 
life within the Ecumenical Movement as it finds expression in the World Council 
of Churches. There is the aspect of the world in which we live and serve today. 


In our own life and structure, the great factor is the Integration on the threshold 
of which we are standing. The accepted Plan of Integration ensures that the 
integrated World Council of Churches will carry on the work of the International 
Missionary Council. The new structure makes provision for a Commission which 
will be constituted much in the same way as this Assembly and a Division which will 
function much as the secretariat of the I.M.C. has been working. But it will be idle 
to pretend that Integration will not make any significant change. Speaking about 
negotiations of Church Union, one of our respected leaders said that no one 
should persuade the members of a negotiating church to vote for union on the plea 
that union will not make any change. I am sure none of our constituent councils 
have voted in favour of Integration in the belief that there will be no change; there 
will be and ought to be profound changes. As in a marriage, the two partners will 
bring into their common life their distinctive contributions and in that common life 
each partner will be profoundly influenced by the history, character and experience 
of the other. 

The purpose of Integration is the putting of the missionary obligation of the 
Church right in the centre of the Ecumenical Movement, so that in all their 
common thinking and action together in the World Council of Churches the member 
churches may be constantly aware of the missionary dimension of such thought and 
action. A comparison of the relevant parts of the constitutions of the I.M.C. and 
the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism shows that while in the former 
“churches” were mentioned in the purpose, in the latter they are referred to in the 
functions. This is significant in so far as it implies a more active concern on the 
part of the Commission and the related Division to fulfil the functions of keeping 
“before the churches their calling and privilege” and “reminding them of the range 
and character of the unfinished evangelistic task”’ in relation to all churches. 


As a body working “in association with” the World Council of Churches, the 
I.M.C. has had close co-operation and joint responsibility in certain Departments 
and Divisions such as the Department of Missionary Studies and the C.C.I.A. 
In the integrated council, the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism will 
be more closely related to the Department on the Co-operation of Men and Women. 
Similar relations and new ways of working together need to be established with 
other Departments too, especially those of Youth and Laity. The working arrange- 
ments and lines of co-operation with the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees have to be kept in continuous review and modified in the light of 
experience. 

Into this new common life in the integrated Council the I.M.C. will bring its 
special genius of decentralized operation, through National and Regional Councils. 
In many countries the member councils of the I.M.C. have been the chief if not 
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the only expression of the common life of the churches, and the 1.M.C, has fulfilled 
its task mainly through stimulating, guiding and helping their national and regional 
organizations. This method of operation needs to be safeguarded and its scope 
enlarged to cover many of the activities of the integrated Council. 


The I.M.C. has had in its membership or in that of its constituent councils groups 
which are not associated with the World Council of Churches. The plan of 
Integration provides for the continuation of this association. Every effort should 
be made not only to maintain as close relations as possible with these groups but 
also, through common concerns, for the churches to reach out to other groups and 
draw them into the fellowship. Co-operation in practical tasks is the way to break 
down the barriers of suspicion, which far too often are the result of insufficient 
knowledge and of watching one another from a distance. 


The Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, which will be the successor 
to the I.M.C., will in its turn be greatly influenced by the other major concerns 
and activities of the World Council of Churches. The problem of unity will have 
to be faced in a more serious way by the constituent councils of the Commission. 
Even though the I.M.C. at its Willingen meeting of 1952 focused attention on the 
relationship between “mission” and “unity”, the councils affiliated to the I.M.C. 
have by and large continued to be concerned with comity and co-operation. In 
many areas of the world, at any rate, these are now very inadequate bases for 
the common life of the churches. Comity consultation and co-operation are not 
enough to meet the needs of the times. The new Commission has the task, therefore, 
of sharing with the rest of the Ecumenical Movement the concern for the unity of 
the Church and of encouraging its related councils to keep this constantly before 
themselves and their own member churches. 


Integration will also mean for some of the constituents of the I.M.C. an enriched 
concept of the total Mission of the Church. The insights gained by the study on the 
Christian Responsibility in Areas of Rapid Social Change and the experience of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees in responding to acute human 
need, are things which have to be shared more widely among the I.M.C. constituency. 
AS will mean for them a richer concept of the total task and new ways of 

ulfilling it. 


Now to turn to the other aspect of the context in which we shall function. In 
this second half of the twentieth century we are living in a world totally different 
from the world of 1910. The political relationships between Europe and the rest 
of the world have undergone changes undreamt of in the early years of this century. 
The vast economic, political and cultural expansion of the West which no doubt 
helped the expansion of the modern missionary movement in the first two centuries 
of its life are no longer operative in the same way. The peoples of Asia and Africa 
are no longer prepared to accept Western ideas without questioning and criticism. 
On the other hand, a new cultural unity is developing, but its basis is not so much 
the Christian presupposition underlying Western culture as the technological develop- 
ments which had their basis in that culture. There is a search for foundations of the 
new way of life in the traditional religions of the peoples. It is in this area that 
the new encounter between Christianity and the other living faiths of men will 
take place. 


Over against this we have “the great ecumenical fact of our age”, the presence 
of the Church in practically every nation, even though in many places it is 
represented by a small, feeble and often a self-centred community. This and the 
growing secularism and indifference in many of the traditionally Christian societies 
emphasize the fact that both the base and the field of Christian Mission is world- 
wide. This in turn calls for practising more effectively the principle of partnership 
among all those committeed to the mission. 


In Asia and Africa many people who regard the missionary enterprise as an arm 
of colonialism believe that with rapid extinction of colonialism in these continents 
will come the end of missions. While this cannot be true so long as churches are 
alive to their obligation, there is no doubt that the missionary movement has 
already entered the threshold of a new era. But many of those who are in the 
movement are not aware of this or if aware of it have not given much attention 
to the problems of the transition involved in this. It is the task of the Division 
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of World Mission and Evangelism to help them to understand and effect this 
transition smoothly. 


Reference may be made to some of the points at which fresh thinking and action 
are urgently needed. In this I would speak from the point of view of a member 
of a (so-called) younger church. It is often said that the Younger Churches should 
bear the main responsibility for the evangelization of the people of their lands. 
While this has an element of truth in it, it is manifestly beyond these churches to 
discharge this duty by themselves. Many of the churches are not as alive to their 
responsibility as they ought to be and the Division of World Mission and Evangelism 
has to fulfil in relation to younger churches also its function of keeping before the 
churches their calling and privilege to engage in constant prayer for the missionary 
and evangelistic work of the Church, and reminding them of the range and character 
of the unfinished evangelistic task. For this and for supplementing their own limited 
resources in personnel, the younger churches need fellow workers from the older 
churches. Yet there are many questions about the role of such workers and their 
relations to the churches from which they come and to those in which they serve 
which demand attention now. To what extent are they the responsibility of the 
receiving church? How are they to be recruited and trained? These questions 
demand very careful study and action. The almost unrestricted entry of missionaries 
into the countries of Asia and Africa would appear to be no longer possible. 


My friend Murray Rogers, for instance, has raised questions with regard to the 
relationship of the missionary to the church in which he works and the society 
which sends him out. For instance, how far should the sending body decide what 
type of work he is to do, what type of housing he should have, what kind of 
holidays he should have, what he should eat—these questions now are settled by 
the body which sends him rather than the church which he seeks to enter. Then 
there are questions regarding emoluments and standards of living which are still 
more difficult. For instance, it is very seldom that the church in which a missionary 
serves has any say in the matter of his salary and housing, though he has a great 
deal to say in the matter of the salary, etc., of the Indian workers. The time has 
come when the church to which the missionary goes should be trusted to do the 
right thing by such fellow workers, and I have no doubt that they will be treated 
very generously and adequately. 


The almost unrestricted entry of missionaries from other countries into the 
countries of Asia and Africa is a thing of the past. It seems to be no longer 
possible for missionaries to come and go as they please in such numbers as was 
possible before, and this raises a number of questions as to how and when we 
should seek the assistance of such fellow workers, under what conditions—what are 
the terms of any understanding we have to enter into with Governments which 
seek to control the entry of missionaries; are missionaries only to be sought to do 
jobs for which no nationals are available? E.g., are only people with highly 
specialized qualifications to be invited? These are questions which need careful 
study, and that both on the part of the churches in the lands of Asia and Africa 
and in the churches in other parts of the world. 


With regard to the type of fellow worker or missionary who is recruited and his 
qualifications—there was a time when the missionary had to face very great physical 
and environmental difficulty, and conditions of living were difficult. He was cut 
off from his own country, communications were difficult; now they are easy and in 
an emergency people can get home at short notice within 24 hours. On the other 
hand the psychological circumstances are far more difficult. It is difficult to fit into 
a church, the members of which are not highly educated, all of whom have not 
attained the high spiritual standard which the missionary is led to expect, where 
the missionary with great ability has to take a second place and work under a 
colleague who is not as brilliant as he is. Conditions are different from 100 years 
ago and we need people of a different type and with a different training. I do not 
know the answers to these problems, but they are questions which ought to be 


studied. 


Another problem concerning mutual help is that relating to the wide differences 
in the economic conditions of the churches involved. How to give and receive aid 
in a responsible way safeguarding the responsibility and Christian stewardship of the 
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recipients is a subject which the Division of World Mission and Evangelism and 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid would do well to study together with the help 
of the churches involved. 


The encounter between Christianity and the other religions will naturally take 
place in the lands of the younger churches. The study centres in various countries 
are established in order to help the churches to equip themselves for this encounter. 
These centres need to be strengthened in every way, by personnel, financial support, 
and providing opportunities for common consultation of those engaged in the work 
of these centres. In building these up into really effective instruments, the Ecumenical 
Movement can make a very useful contribution through the Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism. 


“Because Asian churches cannot hope to meet every Christian need by appointing 
full-time workers to attend to such needs, the witness of the laity becomes a more 
relevant and significant issue in Asia,” says the report on the E.A.C.C. We might 
well add the word “service” to this. A great task needs to be done in this area in 
co-operation with the Departments on the Laity and Youth, for stimulating and 
encouraging this aspect of Church life. 


Integration also brings to our attention the subject of the complex relationships 
among churches. A plea has been made for replacing some of the historic bilateral 
relationships by a new pattern of multilateral relationships. How this change is to 
be effected without creating new difficulties is not an easy question. 


Enough has been said to illustrate the complexity and range of the new tasks 
which await attention. Some are urgent and all are important. But because of them 
9p Deas regard the future as full of promise, confident that He who has called 
is faithful. 


KORULA JAcoB 
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REPORT OF THE THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND COMMITTEE 
to 
THE ASSEMBLY OF THE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
ANENT THE FUTURE OF THE FUND 


The Theological Education Fund was established by action of the Assembly of the 
International Missionary Council at Accra in January 1958, with a mandate to 
operate for a period of five years. Since the work of the Committee began in 
July 1958, the present mandate will expire in the summer of 1963. 


In establishing the Fund the Assembly made the following statement: 

“The Assembly hopes that the results of the Fund’s work over the stated period 
of five years will justify its continuance, and that additional or renewed gifts 
may make this possible. The Assembly therefore undertakes to review the 
operations and results of the Fund at some suitable time before the end of the 
five year period, with a view to a decision as to its continuance.” 

The Theological Education Fund Committee assumes that in accordance with this 
resolution, the I.M.C. Assembly, when it meets at New Delhi, will wish to have 
some report of the work of the Fund, and will wish to make arrangements for the 
review of the operations and results of the Fund and for decision as to its future. 
The Committee therefore submits the following report and recommendations. 

1. The following is a brief summary of the operations of the Fund from the 
summer of 1958 to the summer of 1961: 


A. GRANTS TO INSTITUTIONS 
Major Grants 


Grants in aid have been approved, after prolonged and detailed consultation 
by the T.E.F. staff, and careful scrutiny by the T.E.F. Committee, to the 
following institutions: 


In Africa: 
i. Cameroun: For the prenthinent of a Faculté de eat 
at Yaoundé ee .. $110,000 
ii. Congo: For the Eee bhichivent sti a Faculté os Théologie # 
Elizabethville (to serve the Congo as a whole) _... 100,000 


iii. East Africa: For the development of an Association of East 
African Theological Colleges, the initiation of a Diploma 
Course in Theology and the establishment of a wg age 
of Theology at Makerere College a, : ‘ 106,716 


iv. Ghana: For the removal of Trinity College, Kumasi to the 

vicinity of the University College, Accra and the develop- 

ment of its training in association with the Faculty of 

Divinity at the University College... 75,000 
v. Nigeria: For the removal of Immanuel Comers! | Yoaas to the 

vicinity of the University College, and the development of 

its work in relation to the Faculty of Religion there ......... 100,000 


vi. Central Africa: For the establishment of a Department of 
Theology in the University College of Rhodesia & Nyasa- 
land, and the development on a united basis, of a ae level 


of training at Epworth College, Salisbury ... aft 100,000 
vii. Republic of South Africa: For the establishment at Lovedale 
of a Federal Theological Seminary ... cy 130,000 


In Asia: 

viii. India : Serampore Chiieve For the strengthening of the work 
of the Senate, the improvement of the library and of the 
theological college building Peter ae fi. a 111,250 
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ix. India: United Theological College, Bangalore—For the 
development and strengthening of post-B.D. instruction .. 


x. India; For the Establishment of a United Theological College 
at Rajahmundry to provide training for Lutheran, Anglican, 
Baptist and Church of were India students, in the een 
language a 

xi. Indonesia: For the improvement of facilities . at t the Sekolah 
Theologia, Djakarta 


xii. Japan: For the development of ‘the School of Theology a 
Doshisha University, Kyoto 


xiii. Formosa: For the development of rr hie Theological College 


In South America: 


xiv. Buenos Aires, Argentina: For the th ee of the Facultad 
Evangélica de Theologia : pf nee aaa 


In the S.W. Pacific : 


xv. Fiji: For the establishment of a Central Theological College 
in Suva, to serve the Churches of the South West Pacific ... 


Total Grants Approved 


In each case, the T.E.F. Committee has approved these grants only 
when it has received satisfactory evidence that the project commands 
the confidence and support of the Churches in the region concerned. 
In almost all cases, the T.E.F. grant has been made on condition that 
substantial support is also given by related Churches and missionary 
societies or boards. 


Other Services to Institutions 


On other services to institutions, including grants for advanced 
study of ar hae teachers and for Maan saber the Fund 
has expended ; @ ; ‘ - 


LIBRARIES AND TEXTS 
Libraries 

Through its Libraries Programme, the T.E.F. has supplied books to 
theological schools and colleges. These have been chosen by the 


institutions from A Theological Book List sty ey jt the T.E.F. 
The cost of this operation, to date, has been ... 


For further services to Libraries, including the provision of sxpeeh 
advice on the maintenance and use of books in theological libraries, 
the T.E.F. Committee has appropriated a further sum of ... oe 


Text Books 


The Text-Books programme has been designed to assist in the 
provision in all the main languages of theological education (in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America), of a balanced range of theological 
texts suited to the needs of theological students and teachers in each 
language area. 


Twelve such programmes are active and others are beginning to 
develop hopefully. 


The T.E.F. has re is committed funds to this opie. to the 
amount of 


It is now clear “that to carry it itercesh uccuntelly will detail 
an even larger amount than that ooh ome available to the Fund. 
Towards this purpose the sum of . ; vi 
is being held in reserve. 


123,000 


50,820 
100,000 
128,300 

85,000 


101,630 


100,000 


. $1,521,716 


$102,892 


$207,705 


105,000 


250,000 


350,000 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
Grants to Institutions 


Major grants ... i AR ee si wei tinte 216 
Other services ‘. eo. nr 32. i 102,892 
Libraries and texts ... tf e bis ag 562,705 
$2,187,313 
Balances Available 
For future grants... xi ea ne awe 978,284 
For libraries and texts... “4: ~ pal 437,295 
Undesignated A i IK af i 147,108 
——— 1,562,687 
Total, five-year programme allocation ... cnn ..» $3,750,000 


2. The Committee is of opinion that the completion of the programme of work 
begun under the mandate of the Ghana Assembly, and with the original capital sum 
of $4 million, will require a period longer than the five years originally envisaged. 
While the programme of gifts to Libraries can be completed in the five-year period, 
a longer period is needed for other parts of the work. The allocation of major 
grants to institutions could well be complete by the summer of 1963, but—because 
conditions cannot in all cases be immediately fulfilled—actual disbursement of these 
grants will take a somewhat longer time, perhaps a further two years. With regard 
to the Text-Books programmes, it has become clear that their effective development 
will require many more years and resources beyond those at present available. 


Present indications are that the five-year programme of grants to institutions 
could be completed in a total period of seven years with existing financial resources, 
provided that the number of the staff, and of their journeys, was much reduced in 
the final two-year period. On the other hand, the work already done has revealed 
urgent needs in the field of theological training which call for additional resources 
beyond those already in hand or promised. 


The Committee recognizes that a decision to continue the work of the Fund for 
a long period could only be taken after the review of operations and results which 
the Ghana Assembly called for. It also recognizes that this review cannot be 
undertaken until after the New Delhi Assemblies. 


3. Taking all these facts into consideration, the Committee now makes the 
following proposals to the Assembly: 


a. That the mandate given to the T.E.F.C. by the I.M.C. Assembly at Accra 
be extended from summer 1963 to 30th June, 1965. 


b. That for this additional two-year period, the Committee be authorized to 
seek continued contributions from the supporting boards and to continue to 
draw the attention of other boards and potential donors to the needs of 
the Fund. 


c. That the Committee be authorized to use the additional resources thus made 
available beyond the original sum of $4 million in accordance with the 
general directives of the Ghana resolutions establishing the T.E.F.C., with 
emphasis upon the following: 


(1) Further development of the Text-Books programme. 
(2) Possible additional major grants to institutions. 


(3) Other activities approved by the Committee for the strengthening of 
ministerial training in the younger churches. 


d. That the I.M.C. Assembly, or its successor body, be requested to make 
arrangements immediately following the New Delhi meetings for review and 
evaluation of the work of the T.E.F.C with a view to decisions about the 
future. 
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4. In forwarding these recommendations to the Assembly, the Committee wishes 
to place on record the following convictions which have been formed as the result 
of experience in the work of the Fund over the past three years: 


a. That the training of the Ministry is of such central importance in the life of 
the Church that the considerations which led to the formation of the Fund 
oe of rate ae validity and constitute a strong ground for the continuance 
of the Fund; 


b. That the method of working developed by the T.E.F.C. has been found in 
practice to contain a number of valuable features which can be of significance 
for other aspects of the missionary work of the churches. If the I.M.C. 
Assembly decides to undertake the review proposed in 3-d above, the 
Committee will be glad to make available to the evaluating body its 
experience in this matter. 
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JOINT ACTION FOR MISSION 


Introduction. Over the past years the conviction has been steadily growing and 
becoming more widespread that advance in the Christian world mission will not be 
possible until the use of resources of men and money available to the mission is 
determined by the needs of the missionary task, rather than by the historic relation- 
ships and traditional purposes which at present so largely determine the use to 
which resources are put. Many international, regional and national conferences 
concerned with the Christian world mission in one way or another have given 
expression to this conviction. But to continue to express such a conviction in words, 
and not to act upon it is morally debilitating. The following outline plan for 
Joint Action for Mission is put forward in the belief that action on this conviction 
is necessary now. 


The general nature of the plan proposed is indicated by the following four 
affirmations and the brief commentary thereon. Methods of carrying it out will 
naturally vary in different areas according to local circumstances. 


I. Advance in the Christian world mission calls for the redeployment of the 
resources available in specific geographical areas. 


The resources for the Christian mission in any particular area are available to 
it in a fragmented form, because a considerable part of them come through the 
traditional channels of relationships between churches and mission boards. The 
traditional relationships between churches and mission boards impede the effective 
discharge of the task of evangelism in any particular geographical area for a variety 
of reasons, amongst the chief of which are the following :— 


(a) In a single area, neighbouring churches may be historically related to different 
missions. The missions concerned may have widely different resources in men 
and money at their disposal. Thus one part of the area may have considerable 
resources for the evangelistic task, while a neighbouring part with no less 
urgent an evangelistic task and opportunity may have far fewer resources. 
Such a situation is a denial of what has been affirmed about our common 
responsibility in the Christian world mission. 


(b) It is increasingly clear that the Christian mission must be carried on within 
and not apart from the structures of human societies: it is within such social 
structures that men are to be found. But the social structures of our time 
are largely impenetrable to sectional approaches by Christians (cp., e.g., the 
reactions of governmental authorities, both national and civic, trades unions, 
professional associations and other such corporate bodies to denominational 
approaches ; or the fragmentation of urban communities involved in denomi- 
national evangelistic efforts): mission within social structures can only be 
effective through joint action. 


(c) A satisfactory relationship between a mission board, with its strength of 
resources and influence, and a church which may be weak in these things is 
difficult and perhaps impossible to achieve when only two parties are involved 
in the relationship. There is a good deal of evidence to suggest that the 
relationship can only be spiritually satisfactory when it is broadened to include 
other parties. The healthy relationships required between all those engaged 
in the Christian mission in any particular area require joint action in that 
mission. 


II. A necessary step towards advance in mission in any given area is that the 
churches and missionary bodies within it together survey the needs and 
opportunities confronting them in the area, and the total resources available 
to meet them. 


“Resources” here means men and money, both those available locally and those 
available from foreign sources. It is an essential requirement for effective joint action 
that there should be complete frankness about all such resources whatever their 
place of origin. Any attempt to conceal some resources in the interests of part of 
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the area or a particular piece of work, or reluctance to explain the relation of the 
allocation of foreign resources to this area to allocations made to other areas would 
vitiate any real common responsibility for joint action. 


The survey should aim at indicating the major goals to be pursued by the 
Christian mission in the area, together with the total resources available for the 
task. Much of the material for such a survey already exists in many areas and needs 
only to be assembled. It should be a brief process, so that it does not become an 
end in itself. It should point to the redeployment of the available resources required 
by the goals to be pursued. 


An obvious illustration may help to make clear the purpose in view. In an area 
where the plan for joint action for mission is undertaken, there may be a recent 
industrial development which may have resulted in a large concentration of 
population. The existing disposition of resources may have left that population, and 
the new social structures emerging within it, largely without effective evangelistic 
impact from the churches and missions in the area. The survey should indicate both 
the needs and opportunities in the new population and the ways in which resources 
of men and money can best be redeployed from existing work to meet those needs 
and opportunities. And it would do so in the light of the total resources available 
to the Christian mission in the area. 


The need for such redeployment of resources in the interests of the Christian 
mission as a whole is a line of policy which has been advocated in international 
missionary conferences since Whitby (cp. for instance, Whitby’s slogans “partnership 
in obedience” and “expectant evangelism’, Willingen’s emphasis on the need for 
“mobility”, and Ghana’s stress on the fact that “the mission is Christ’s, not ours” 
and on the fact that the base of the Christian mission is now world-wide). What is 
here being suggested is not a new line of policy; it is a plan to start putting into 
action a policy which has for long been verbally advocated. 


III. This process vf survey should be followed by a consultation of the churches 
and mission bodies in the area, aimed at securing real and effective 
redeployment of resources in the area in the light of the agreed goals. 


This is the most crucial step in the whole operation, for it is at this point that 
those who carry responsibility in churches and missions must decide whether or 
not to commit themselves to action. For that reason, the consultation must include 
those who carry responsibility for decision and action on the use of resources— 
responsible church leaders and responsible representatives of the home committees 
of mission boards, so that both the churches and the missions at the “sending end” 
feel involved in its decisions. 


This need to lead to commitment to action should determine the character of the 
consultation. If it becomes an occasion for exchanging ideas or reaching agreement 
in general terms on theoretical propositions, it will have entirely failed in its purpose 
and the total operation will be rendered nugatory. Only if it leads to definite 
commitment to action can the total operation succeed. It must be frankly recognized 
from the outset that it may fail to produce agreement. 


To have any hope of succeeding in its purpose it must constantly keep before it 
the question “How can we better fulfil the responsibilities laid upon us to be His 
mission in this situation?” Its attention must be directed to God and to the situation 
around it, not to itself or to the interests of the bodies it represents. To this end 
ample time and care must be given to worship and Bible study. 


Commitment to action at the consultation would necessitate a period of explanation 
and persuasion in the bodies represented at it, to secure the carrying out, with 
good will and understanding, of the decisions reached. This is essentially a pastoral 
task. The consultations would need to generate sufficient momentum to carry this 
process forward. If it had been of such a kind that it was appropriate to do so, it 
no gett conclude with some form of retreat in preparation for this pastoral 
task ahead. % 


The need for this plan to be directed towards commitment to action is the main 
reason for its emphasis on putting it into operation in specific areas. It is in 
particular local situations that the conviction of the need for joint action for mission 
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must be translated into specific action. The further removed one is from the point 
of local action, the easier it is to rest in verbal agreements. It is in a concrete and 
particular situation, within which one carries specific responsibilities, that expressed 
convictions are brought to the test of commitment in action. Furthermore, the most 
persuasive argument for joint action in mission is to be found not in words but in 
actual examples of it at work in practice. If effective joint action in mission can be 
secured in two or three areas, the process may well be expected to spread to others. 


IV. This process of survey, agreement and action in the redeployment of 
resources for the more fruitful discharge of responsibilities in mission will 
call for repentance and reconciliation on the part of all the bodies 
concerned. 


The difficulties of the process envisaged are not overlooked or minimized. The 
frankness required in the process of survey, the willingness to trust one another, the 
willingness to think beyond traditional patterns and to subordinate sectional interests 
to the good of the total task at every stage in the process—these do not lie within 
our human power to command. 


What is here contemplated is not a piece of re-organization such as business firms 
might undertake, nor a process of administrative tidying up such as governments 
might inaugurate. It is a quest for ways of obedience to insights God has already 
given us and to which we have assented. The path to obedience is the costly one 
of repentance and reconciliation. 


Note: If the general lines of this plan are approved, the furtherance of it will 
become a principal task of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism during 
the next few years. The method of approach to it envisaged is the selection of a 
limited number of areas where conditions are thought to be favourable for joint 
action for mission; visits to those areas to discuss the possibility with church and 
mission leaders where a favourable response is forthcoming, assistance in the carrying 
out of the plan as this may be requested, e.g., in carrying out the survey, if the 
association of someone from outside the area were thought to be helpful; in the 
arrangements of the consultation; and in facilitating the process of interpreting and 
securing action on its results (which process may involve work in several different 
parts of the world). The guiding principle would be kept in mind that joint action 
for mission must be action by the bodies directly involved in mission in the particular 
area. Any activity on the part of the D.W.M.E. can only be to assist them to reach 
their decisions and act upon them. It would also be part of the task of the D.W.M.E. 
to make the experience gained in any one area available to other areas. 
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